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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB GULF PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR ENDS 
JNO41503 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1345 GMT 4 Jun 80 


(Excerpt) Baghdad, 4 Jun--A seminar for the ministers of planning and 
development in the Arab Gulf and peninsula concluded its work here today. 


The seminar called for coordination among the states of the above regions 
on economic and social development plans and for the establishment of 
joint investment projects, to boleter their political and economic inde- 
pendence. 


It also recommended international seminars for planning officials in the 
Arab Gulf and peninsula, by which to exchange viewpoints when drafting 
annual and five-year plans, along with economic information, statistics 
and etudies on planning and development affairs. 


During the 3-day seminar, the planning ministers and their representa- 
tives discussed means of coordinating development plans in the Arab Gulf 
and peninsula regions, as well as reports related to the strategy and 
objectives of the pan-Arab development plan for the next 5 years and the 
planning of manpower in Iraq. 


The participants in the seminar sent a telegram to Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn in which they hailed the great role played by Iraq in unifying the 
Arabs and condemned the aggressive attitudes against Iraq expressed by 
any party, affirming their support for Iraq in ite battle against the 
Arab nation's enemies. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


"BAKHTAR' DISCUSSES 'U.S. PROVOCATIONS IN ISLAMIC WORLD' 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 13 May 80 p 5 


{Text} A BAKHTAR AGENCY commentator, concerning the daily-increasing pro- 
vocations, intervention and conspiracy of the United States in the Islamic 
world, and that country's policy of spreading discord among the Islamic 
countries, writes as follows: Truth is day by day unveiling the United 
States’ treacherous policy and showing that this individual claiming to 
‘defend Islam' is none other than that same dangerous enemy that drove Zionism 
like a dagger into the Arab nation's heart, none other than that same blood- 
stained gendarme, who mercilessly drove millions of innocent Palestinians 
from their homes and homeland, and by placing a dagger in the bloody hands 
of Israel every day perpetrates a new crime, none other than the traitor 
Reza Shah's old master, the one who mounted the Shah on the Iranian nation's 
back. 


Similarly, Washington hase started a filthy propaganda campaign against Moslem 
Afghanistan in order to generate discord and enmity between the Islamic nations. 
The United States’ propaganda, hue and cry, and lying, hypocritical claims 

to defend Islam is aimed solely at creating a breech between the Moslem 

nations, deluding the world's Moslems, and as a result, diverting world 

public opinion from the increasing concentration of that nation's forces in 

the Indian Ocean and the Gulf. 


Washington by this action has endangered the independence and territorial 
integrity of all the region's countries, particularily that of Iran, and has 
created grave apprehension among the other Moslem nations of the region. 


The United States' recent shameful effort to free the hostages of the United 
States spy nest in Iran, which was a filthy maneuver for Carter's re-election, 
can be deemed open aggression against the sovereignty and independence of an 
independent country. This matter illustrates the truth that, if necessary, 

the United States is prepared to soil its hands in any crime for its immediate 
interests. 


The United States really wants to sidetrack the Islamic movement into being an 
instrument in its own general strategy, transform it into an agent of enmity, 
discord and division in the Moslem nations, and set the Islamic countries 
against one another. 








The plan for the so-called Afghanistan problem which materialized in the 
Islamabad Conference under pressure from the United States was actually also 
for the furthering of these same goals. 


The Islamic world is confronted with very acute and dangerous problems such 
ae the intervention of U.S. imperialiem in the internal affaires of the Islamic 
countries, particularly in Iran, Syria and Palestine, which should have been 
discussed and arbitrated in this conference. 


If the U.S. really has a speck of concern for the fate of the Moslem peoples, 
why did it prevent discussion and deliberation concerning such acute and 
urgent problems in the Islamabad Conference? 


If the United States is not being hypocritical, and truly has concern and 
respect for Islam and the Islamic world, why does it show no regard for the 
recent proclamation of the Islamic Conference's Secretariat? In this pro- 
clamation, published by the Saudi Arabian news agency, we read the following: 
‘The Islamic countries stand firm against the various threats against Iran 
which have been made by the use of military power, interventionist pressure 
and economic sanctions; the military methods of the United States against 
Iran have caused apprehension among the Islamic Conference Organization.’ 


The Moslem people of Afghanistan support this proclamation, and together with 
other Islamic countries, condemn the United States' military operations. 


In our opinion the time has now arrived for the Islamic Conference Organization 
to create a committee of assistance to support our Moslem brothers in Iran 

in their struggle against the aggression, threats and military operations 

of the United States of America. 


The Moslem people of Afghanistan believe that the Islamic countries must bring 
to bear all their forces for the unity and strengthening of the Islamic 
movement; they must not allow the Americans to damage the movement's unity 
and produce enmity between the Islamic countries. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ANTI=SOVLET DEMONSTRATIONS IN KABUL END IN BLOODSHED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28 May 80 p 5 


[Text] The results of the demonstrations in Kabul in recent days are se- 
ere: according to travelers arriving in New Delhi from the Afghan capital, 
some 50 students, including 30 girls, have been killed and about 800 wounded 
in the course of the confrontations with the forces of order in the last 2 
weeks. Furthermore, a French woman tourist, age 25, was arrested in Kabul 
on 25 May as she was taking photographs of a demonstration, it was learned 
in the Indian capital. 


The eyewitness accounts of the troubles, quoted mainly by the AFP, indicate 
extremely brutal repression by the government and Soviet soldiers. "I have 
seen the bodies of several of my students that had been brought home, rid- 
dled with bullets or with signs of torture or marks from blows," declared an 
Afghan professor in Kabul University, who managed to flee. This witness has 
confirmed that troops were scouring the houses to arrest young people indis- 
criminately. ‘The university, the colleges and schools are deserted. No 
one attends classes except for a handful of students favorable to Babrak 
Karmal's government. The others are in the street fighting the Russians.” 


According to a Frenchwoman who works in Kabul, 20 Soviets were killed or 
wounded last week in an ambush sprung by students in the Kabul Bazaar. 


"We habitually go to the Bazaar after sunset, but I had to go there on Wed- 
nesday, and all of a sudden I heard automatic weapons. This caused confu- 
sion. Someone said that the students had attacked the Soviets. I ran for 
shelter and I saw an ambulance carrying Soviets. I don't know if they were 
dead or wounded,” she related. 


On the same day, seven girls were killed by Afghan militiamen, this witness 
adds, and she also states: "After the big demonstration of 27 April, the 
students have demonstrated practically every day." She continues: "At least 
five demonstrations took place on Wednesday, very near the university, and 
we heard the government soldiers open fire on the women students." 


Still according to the same Frenchwoman working in Kabul, the government mi- 
litia uses cattle-rods against the student demonstrators. She herself saw 
these devices used, and says that their effect is very painful. 








PRAVDA: Idyllic Life in Herat 


In Moscow, nevertheless, our correspondent tells us, PRAVDA published on 

27 May a report on the Herat region, where troubles have occurred recently. 
Immediately after the announcement of the taking of Herat by the Moslem 
Mojahedin,the TASS agency denied this report published in the West, The 
picture that PRAVDA's special correspondents draw today of life in Herat is 
contrasting. They both strive to show that everything is normal, that the 
authorities have the situation well in hand, that the workers and the peas~ 
ants go about their normal work, that relations between the political powers 
and the Moslem faithful are good, and on the other hand, they denounce the 
dangers presented by the insurgent bands "trained and armed by foreign pow- 
ers," 


From the airport to the city center, the two Soviet journalists have seen 
only well-cultivated fields. In the streets of Herat, little boys run-- 
“happy little Afghan boys, gay, smiling bro dly, as in all the other cities 
of Afghanistan."' The governor of the province, whose death had been an- 
nounced, tries to be reassuring: life is going on normally, he says. All 
the public institutions are functioning. His office is open to everyone; 
every day, he receives some 100 persons from different districts who have 
come to ask for help. Every Friday, he goes to one of the 300 mosques open 
in Herat and he speaks with the faithful who ask questions and listen to 
the replies. He patiently explains the religious policy of the party and 
the government to the city's 450 mullahs. 


Everything may be "normal," bu aot everything is calm. But as regards con- 
frontations between groups of mojahedin and the Afghan army-~and all the 
more certainly, the Soviet army--this is beyond the scope of this article. 
There was talk of a band of 500 rebels, but it is said to have surrendered 
to the authorities recently. "The enemies of Afghanistan are relying more 
and more on individual terrorism," writes PRAVDA. The insecurity is said to 
be caused solely by acts of violence by subversive agents and terrorists 
supported from abroad. If life in Herat is not easy, it is because "tor- 
rents of hostile propaganda are poured on the city.... By deceit, threats 
and bullets, the attempt is made to turn the revolution off course. But 
people have understood that they are on the right track." To combat the 
machinations of the "terrorists," a large self-defense detachment has been 
created in the city, composed essentially of party militants and members of 
the poeople's militia. According to PRAVDA, "terrorist action" has de- 
creased sharply. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET 'CLEAN-UP' OPERATIONS IN A 'CRUCIFIED' COUNTRY 
Paris LE MONDE in French 26 May 80 p 5 
[Article by Mike Barry] 


[Text] The terrible political repression and the Soviet 
Army's "clean-up" operations in Afghanistan have caused 
the flight of 750,000 refugees to Pakistan. In Peshawar, 
not far from the border, the Islamic parties in exile are 
striving with great difficulty to regroup, in a climate 
of confusion. They do not in fact control the maquis 
operating in scattered formation inside the country. 


Peshawar--The parties in exile, which claim to represent the Afghan resist- 
ance to the outside world, only mask its true visage, according to a great 
many refugees in Pakistan. In reality, at least two provinces at present-- 
Nuristan in the northwest and Hazarajat in the center--are carrying on an 
autonomous struggle, outside the supervision of the politicians of Peshawar. 
In addition, there is an urban resistance of formidable effectiveness which 
was capable of coordinating strikes in all the cities of the country during 
the last week of February. 


Tracts distributed at night--the "shab-nama" (letters of the evening--urged 
the citizens to close their shops and go up on their rooftops to shout, for 
hours: God is the greatest! Allah Akbar! 


That same evening, at the same time (to the minute, it is said), the inhab- 
itants of the capital, Kabul, but also those of Mazar-e Sharif, Kandahar, 
Herat, Ghazni, Maymana, Kunduz, Faizabad, chanted their rejection of the oc- 
cuplier. The week of general strike in Kabul produced more than 600 dead, 
the Soviet helicopters having machine-gunned the insolent chanters on the 
rooftops, while electric-torture sessions resumed more heavily than ever in 
the basements of the Ministry of Interior. 


In Peshawar, neither Mr Hekmatyar's Islamic Party nor the Islamic Rally nor 
the Liberation Front of the theologians Rabbani and Mujaddedi, almost as 
alarmed as the Soviets by the scope of the organization of these demonstra- 
tions, has dared to claim credit for them. 





The Fighter=Saints Front 


This urban organization, with its ramifications in all the cities of Afghan- 
istan, calls itself the Fighter-Saints Front for the Liberation of Afghani- 
stan, or 'Jabha-ye Mobarezin-e Mojahed-e Azadi-e Afghanistan." Its politi- 
cal pragramis of the simplest: to drive out the Soviets and establish a par~ 
liamentary republic, in which all tendencies can be represented through free 
elections. Islam, the value reference of the Afghan people, "will serve the 
forces of progress": opening-up of Afghanistan to the world; education of 
women; maintenance of democratic forms. Its members include most of the 
westernized intellectuals who survive, as well as many sympathizers among 
the officers and the shopkeepers of the Bazaar. The former Maoist students 
of the "Sho'la-ye Jawed" (Eternal Flame) movement that issued from the split 
of the Afghan Communist Party in 1968 belong to it also; but even at the 
time when they were chased out by their Khalpi rivals, between August 1978 
and December 1979, the pro-Soviet Communists of the Parcham--which is in 
power today--were evident!)v never admitted to it. Finally, the movement has 
the support of the Shi'ite community of Kabul--a good quarter of the cap- 
ital's population--who bring it its sense of hi«: \, Of organization and 
of "ketman": a tradition of dissimulation in the tace of persecutors. 


By its ecumenism, the Front stand a fair chance gathering under its aegis 
all of the resistors of the interior. Its discipline remains strict. In 
town, no militant knows more than five comrades by name, so that they cannot 
reveal any more than that under torture. 


The first large-scale urbin insurrection took place in March 1979 in Herat, 
the big city of the west. The garrison declared in favor of the Front and 
fraternized with the rebelling population. The Kabul government ordered the 
Afghan pilots stationed in the desert, at Farah-Rod, to bomb the venerable 
city with its faience mosques. According to mutually corroborative witness- 
es, these pilots refused and were shot. It was Soviet aircraft, taking off 
from Central Asia, that wiped out the Herat garrison with their bombs. Mas- 
Sive military intervention then began, and witnesses tell of seeing Soviet 
tanks driving into the crowds. The unarmed population is said to have 
thrown handfuls of mud into the window-slits of the armored vehicles to 
blind them and force the occupants to open the turrets, and in some cases, 
to have lynched the occupants. Pieces of bodies were hung from the trees. 


"Iran Is Letting Us Die" 


The second urban uprising took place in August. A plot by officers sympa- 
thetic to the Front was aimed at capturing Kabul radio, calling on the cap- 
ital's population to come and take up arms at the citadel, and overthrowing 
the regime. The plot was discovered and the Kabul garrison was exterminated 
down to the last man by the bombs of the Soviet helicopters and MiG's. 


In the provinces, the center of the country, or Hazarajat, remains in com- 
munication with the Front. The Hazara, Shi'ite peasants of Mongolian origin 
but of Persian language, have become virtually independent, but their war 





chief, Anbari, defterentially senda his representatives to the Front=-the 
very large Nagara community that lives in Kabul having been subjected to 
atrocious Fepression there The entire Shi'ite hierarchy of the capital wae 
gathered into trucks one evening in Mareh 1979 and taken to the Polwe Char= 
ki CoMmeentration camp In August, 300 Hagara of Kabul, picked up at random 
if their neighborhood, were publicly executed: 150 of them were doused with 
gasoline and burnt alive, and those in the second group were buried alive by 
bulildogerse (LE MONDE of 17 Auguee 1979), 


Though the Hazara backcountry wae abie to exterminate ite Communiet cadres 
and regain ite autonomy, it hae been subjected to a cruel economic blockade. 
The Soviet army hae encircled Hagarajat and cut off ail supply. The peas~ 
ants, whose crops have been destroyed, are forced to eat their seeds. "We 
are scraping the hille in order to eat,” one of them told me, “We boil duet 
in @ kettle; @ little salt comes out of it, and thie salted water is our 
soup’ le iran helping Afghanistan's Shi'ites, whose spiritual leaders are 
on ite at Meshed and Oom’ A sorrowful emile crosses the fine Asiatic 
face of a Hazara mullah: “They have their probleme among themselves. They 
have been asked for help. They have not given us 4 single grain of rice.” 

A Hazara peasant snaps vigorou.ly: “Iran has driven us to despair! They are 
letting ue die, we mean nothing to them! Our dogs are now being named ‘Kho- 
meyni'! They don't give a hang about us, but they make a big fuss about 50 
poor hostages! The peasant explains how the Afghan Shi'ites defend them- 
selves: “We have no weapons, you know. We pack a shell with gunpowder and 
hunting cartridges, we lay it on a track where their tanks pass, connected 
to a wire. Beom' The tank goes up!" He breaks out laughing, then suddenly 
grows serious: “Brother, in 2 monthe we will all be dead of starvation. No 
more Hazarajat So they don't need to come attack us it's the border peo- 
ple that they want to come down on with everything.” 


These remarks were contided on the morning of 4 March 1980. The same even- 
ing, the firet terrified refugees tumbled down the Pakistani slope: under 
clouds of disabling gas, storme of fragmentation bombs, the frontier valley 
vt Kunar had just been annihilated From the first spark of resistance to 
the final extermination, it had shown in a microcosm of color all the cruci- 
fixion of the Afghan people. 


The Smashed “Independence” of Kunar 


The Kunar valley, parallel to the Pakistan border, boasted several small 
military forts, connected by a marked track running along the river, from 
the Choga-Saray army base (near the road between Kabul and Pakistan) to Nur- 
isten in the north In April 1978, the new Communist government distin- 
guished itself by ordering the arrest of the mullahs--sometimes taken right 
out of the mosque~--and ot the landowners. The new governor must have held 
some astonishing opinions, to judge from the testimony of a refugee: “They 
have no prophet! They have no god! They have no Islam! Do you know what 
they said to us when they saw us saying our prayers’ ‘You're playing a 
game,’ they told us.... These people are tyrannizing us! Even if a Moslem 
surrenders, they kill him! They told us some things you wouldn't believe. 





To an old woman with white hair they said, ‘Tomorrow you'll be taken away; 
your bones will be reduced to powder, and soap will be made out of the rest 
of you'! They also said, ‘A child under 12 can be educated! As for those 
over 12, let them die'!" 


The peasants pitted the traditional passive resistance of Asia against the 
most unrestrained despotiems; they feigned acceptance of the new regime, 
obedience to the agrarian=reform directives, while at the same time perpetu~ 
ating the old system discreetly. But things began to deteriorate fast, 

trom May 1978, with the arrival of Solayman-Khel in the village, a militant 
of the Islamic Party, who had come to take refuge with his family. The au- 
thorities, informed of this, ordered senseless reprisals: the burning of the 
entire village. The reaction in the valley was immediate; the peasants told 
the militant, who had managed to escape: “We are not for your party. We 
don't know what you have done. But now we support you against this govern 
ment of khafire (infidele)!" 


The province of Nuristan, immediately north of Kunar, rose up firet (the 
Nuristani wae chief, Mohammad Anwar Khan, is one of the very few known lead- 
ers of the Front). The authorities intensified their reprisals by burning 
the Nuristani principal town of Kamdesh, a marvellous city of sculptured 
wood, truly unique in the world. According to the witnesses, the Kunar Riv- 
er carried parts of human bodies for days. But in September 1978, Nuristan 
became "independent" and inaccessible to the central government. The tribal 
chiefs Malek Akbar Khan and Malek Ajdari (the Dragon), armed by the regime 
to fight the insurgents, joined with them instead. 


Kunar proper became independent in its turn in March 1978 when, going over 
to the resistance, the commander of the Asmar garrison, Abd-or-Rauf, execut- 
ed the four Communist officers of his garrison by his own hand and distrib- 
uted its arsenal to the people. There was only one sour note: the militants 
of the Islamic Party, who got the antitank weapons and who held the village 
of Shigal, refused to submit to the sole command of Abd-or-Rauf. 


The repression began in the same month. Some overly confident resistors, of 
the small village of Kerala, on the other side of the river from the Choga- 
Saray fort, fired on the government positions at night. The next day, the 
troops hit the village and exterminated its entire male population. For an- 
other year, the upper Kunar experienced its mad independence, drunk with 
fervor, unaware of the danger that threatened them after it had got rid of 
its Communist cadres so easily. At dawn on 28 February 1980, the Red Army 
struck. The Islamic Party held back with its precious antitank weapons, so 
necessary to its political future, still ignorant of the scope of the at- 
tack, and let the armored vehicles pass. The deadly air force did the rest; 
on 2 March, the inhabitants of the valley were dead or fleeing over the 
crests. 


The defeat of Kunar, by traumatizing the resistors, also faced them with 
their responsibilities, in a war as total--and atrocious--as the most dis- 
honorable moments of the American intervention in Vietnam. The resistance 











matured, While the lelamic Party was sunk in fatal discredit, the other 
five rebel organisations of Peshawar hurriedly federated, In the debacle of 
the east, only Nurietan still resisted, and the prestige of ite war chief, 
Anwar Khan, spokesman of the Front of the interior, grew correspondingly. 
Already, rumor has it that one of the most influential leaders of the Pesha~ 
war Alliance, the old warrior Yunue Khales, has aleo become a member of the 
Front, constituting a sort of link between the internal resistance and the 
resistance from outside. A new weapon forged against the occupier, or the 


last charge of honor before genocide’? The enlarged Front seems, in any 
case, to carry the hopes of resistance. 
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ALGERIA 


DECREE REORGANIZING MILITARY REGIONS GIVEN 


Algiers JOURNAL OFF ICTEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERTENNE in French | Apr 60 
np 365-66 


[Excerpte of Decree No 80-89 of 30 March 1980 Regarding Territoriel 
Reorganization of Military Regions) 


fExcernte) It ie cecreed: 


Article 1. The Algerian territory is divided into seven military regions, 
each being further divided into sectors. , 


Article 2. The first military region, wose heedquarters are in Glide, 
includes the sectors of Glide, Medes, Tizi Ouzou, El Asnem, DO jelfe, Gouire, 
M"Sile, whose respective bounderies ere those of the wileyes bearing the 
sAme names. 


Article 3. The second militery region, with headquerters in Oren, includes 
the sectore of Oren, Mescere, Seide, Tlemcen, Mostegenem, Sidi Bel Abbes, 
Tieret, whose resoective boundaries ere those of the wileyes bearing the 
seme nenes. 


Article &. The thire military region, with headquarters in Becher, 
includes the sectors of Becher, Tindouf, whose respective boundaries sre 
those of the wilaye and the deire bearing the same rene. 


Article 5. The fourth militery region, with headquerters in Ouargle, 
includes the sectors of Ouvargle, Biskre, Laeghouet, D janet, whose 
respective bounceries ere those of the wileyes anc of the ceire beering 
the same nenes. 


Article 6. The fifth military region, with headquarters in Constantine, 
includes the sectors of Constantine, Annabe, Ji jel, Skikde, Betne, Guelme, 
Setif, Tebesse, Be jeie, Gum £1 Bousghi, whose respective boundaries are 
those of the wilayes bearing the sene names. 
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Article 7. The sixth militery region, with headquarters in Tananreseet, 
includes the sectors of Tenanresset, Adrar, wiose reapective bouncaries 
are those of the wileyes bearing the sane names, 


Article 6 The seventh militery region, with headquarters in Algiers, 
conteing the sector of Algiers, whose boundaries are those of the Algiers 
wilaye. 


Article 9. The following decrees are a@rogeted: No 64-89 of 4 March 1964 
agg ety organization of military lone; No 64-106 of 31 
March 1964 modifying Decree No 64-89 of 4 March regarding territorial 
organizetion of military regions; Decree No 72-75 of 7 April 1972 regarding 
establianment of territorial Neadquarters for Greater Algiers; Decree 

No 74-265 of 31 December 1974 modifying Decree No 72-73 of 7 April 1972 
regarding establishment of headquarters for Greater Algiers, with respect 
to te stipuletions regarding the nomenclature of the territoriel nead- 
querters for Greeter Algiers. 





Article 10, The Minister of Netional Defense is responsible for the 
execution of the present decree which will be published in the JOURNAL 
OFFICIEL of the Algerian Democratic av Popular Republic. 

Algiers, 3 March 1980 


Chadli Bend jedic 
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ALGERTA 


DECREE ESTABLISHING REMOTE DETECTION COMMITTEE 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERTENNVE in French 1 Apr 1990 
op 366-67 


[Decree No 80-90 of 30 March 1980 Regarding the Establishment of « National 
Remote Detection Committee) 


[Text] The President of the Republic, 

Upon report of the Minister of Netional Defense, 

In view of the Constitution and notebly ite Article No 111-10; 

In view of Ordinance No 67-211 of 17 October 1967 establishing the Netionel 
Institute of Certogrephy, as modified end completed by Ordinances No 68-64 
of 23 April 1968 end No 73-27 of 5 June 1973; 


Decrees that: 


Article 1. A Netionael Remote Detection Committee is established under the 
Minister of Netionel Defense. 


Article 2. The Netionel Remote Detection Committee is responsible for: 
Making oroposels for e@ national policy in remote detection matters; 
Advise on ell oroposels, bills, or reguletions relative to remote detection; 


Study and propose measures susceptible of assuring the setisfectory 
operation and the development of remote detection; 


Initiete research, treining, and application of remote detection techniques 
within the relevant edministretive and public bodies; 


Ensure coordination of activities in remote detection and notebly were 
equipment and nrocessing is concerned; 
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Supervise standardization in the area of remote detection; 
Promote # policy for training specialiste in the field of remote detection; 


Propose execution and equipment programs to be carried out in connection 
with remote detection. 


Article 3. The Netionel Remote Detection Committee is composed of the 
following: 


One representative of the Minister of National Defense, chairman; 

One representetive of the Minister of Agriculture end Agrarian Reform; 
One reoresenteative of the Minister of Heavy Industry; 

One renresentetive of the Minister of Energy end Petrochemical Industries; 
One representative of the Minister of Light Industry; 

One representetive of the Minister of Hydreulics; 

One representative of the Minister of Maile end Telecommunicetions; 

One representetive of the Minister of Higher Educetion and Scientific 
Reseerch; 

One representetive of the Minister of Transportation; 

One representetive of the Minister of Finance; 

One representetive of the Minister of Territorial Planning and Management; 
One representative of the Minister of Public Works; 

One representetive of the Minister of Urben Development, Construction, 
and Housing; 

One representetive of the Stete Secretary of Fisheries; 

One representative of the State Secretary of Forestry; 

The director of the Netionel Cartography Institute 

The director generel of the National Organizetion of Scientific Research, 
or his delegete. 


The members of the committee are appointed by decree of the Ministry of 
Netionel Defense upon recammendet ion of the ministers concerned. 


Article 4. The committee shell meet et least twice e yeer. In addition it 
may meet whenever necessery, either on request of ite cheirman, or on 
demend of two-thirds (2/3) of ite members. 


Calle for meetings, , @nd necessary documents ere issued by the 
chairmen et least 15 (15) days before the dete set for the meeting. 


Article 5. The committee proposes recommendetions eddressed to the proper 
euthorities. 


The secreteariet of the committee is provided by the director of the Netional 
Institute of Certogrephy. Minutes including the opinion of eech member by 
name, are established et the end of each session anc signed by the cheirmen. 
Copies ere distributed by the cheirmen to the interested administrations 
and bodies. 














Article 6. The committee may call upon any individuals Likely to assist 
it in ite duties. 





Article 7. The present decree will be published in the JOURNAL OFFICIEL 
of the Algerian Democratic end Popular Republic. 


Algiers, 30 March 1980 


Chadli Bend jedi 


11,023 
CSO: 44600 
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ALGERIA 


PREPARATION FOR POST- PETROLEUM, POST-GAS ERA ADVOCATED 
Algiere EL MOUDJAHID in French 4 May 80 p | 
[Editorial] 


(Text) The agriculture problem assuredly remains the one which etire up 
the most passions and polemics. This is normal, even natural, when one 
knows the multitude of difficulties housewives face for their daily sup- 
plies. It is normal when one knows that the growth of agricultural pro- 
duction has not reached a high enough level to guarantee our nutritional 
independence with certainty, while potentially there are natural conditions 
for getting a higher yield from the land. In short, it is normal when one 
knows that there is an increasing flight from working on the land (and with 
reason!), while entire regions lack an agricultural work force. The agri- 
cultural sutuation is desperate enough to dictate a reevaluation of manage- 
ment and production methods. 


If it is true that the keynote is to produce more and better to create the 
conditions for self-sufficiency which would protect us from any food black- 
mail, it should be stressed that the most serious shortages (or insuffi- 
ciencies) noted are not always in the area of farming (surveys and reports 
in the national press have clearly shown this), but involve organizations 
and instances where the rapport with the producers has not been--as it must 
be--on a basie of assistance and support, but too often, a pretext for in- 
terference and antidemocracy. Has self-management functioned in the spirit 
and letter of the documents that established it? Has the cooperative system 
introduced by the agrarian revolution benefitted from contributions by the 
support structures created for that purpose? Has production not increased 
in spite of the many and various obstacles created by the phenomena that 

we liet under the heading "Bureaucracy" and which quite often include openly 
hostile attitudes toward the agrarian revolution? 


Yesterday, the third session of the FLN Central Committee undertook the 
examination of the agriculture question and we hope its resolutions provide 
satisfactory anewers to all the questions raised. In the meantime, it is 
important to take e brief look at the organization of the agricultural sec- 
tor and to define some of the difficulties hindering a notable improvement 
in production in the socialist sector. 


16 





1) The colonists’ departure en masse led the agricultural workers to take 
over the means of production and they smoothly and democratically took care 
of the production tasks, with an unforgettable enthusiasm, under the au- 
thority of an elected committee called a "management committee" in later 
documents. Thue self-management was born of the twofold desire of the 
workers and the state to take possession of the liberated land collective- 
ly and run it democratically for the sole benefit of the people ae a whole. 
Thie first foundation of socialism did not lack enemies. From the first 
they wanted to torpedo it by trying to prove ite "“inadaptability" to the 
peasant mentality which some called individualistic, sectarian, selfish... 
all the characteristics of individuals hardly ready for a collective, demo- 
cratic organization and hardly inclined to fit into a system of rational 
thought. Thus, besides the social aspect which this sector took on, field 
directors were named whose training and convictions did not always corre- 
spond in practice to the social and economic program toward which self- 
management leads. Thus, the system was emptied of its democratic content 
by intervening directly in the elections and, in places, squarely imposing 
the management committee and the president. Thus we have seen some fields 
suffocated under the constraints and the stingy doling out of credit and the 
mechanical means necessary for their subsequent farming. Thue a "cheater's" 
mentality has insidiously been introduced among the workers, fed for free 
in their fields, as they are well aware. Thus excessive consumption of 
their own products was established while reasonable solutions to the work- 
ers' social problems were delayed in coming. 


2) The creation of CAPAM [War Veterans Agricultural Production Coopera- 
tives] answered the twofold concern of integrating those who did everything 
to liberate the fatherland from the colonialist yoke into the production 
process, and establishing a new structure which was not independent of our 
economy's socialist program. For many reasons, the war veterans’ coopera~- 
tives deviated from their first objective, sometimes becoming actual units 
calling on an important third work force, thus reintroducing the phenomenon 
of exploitation. Moreover, in many cases, the cooperative managers are 

are conducting themselves as actual private owners, acting outside and 
against the socialist sector. 


3) The agrarian revolution restored to the fellah his dignity as a man and 
producer, by protecting him from exploitation and making the principle of 
"the land for those who work it" a reality. Because of its implications for 
land structure and its conclusions in the area of political consciousness 
among rural populations, the agrarian revolution is one of the most import- 
ant gains by an originally peasant people who are casting off all traces of 
feudalism. Still, the CAPRA [Agricultural Production Cooperative of the 
Agrarian Revolution], CAPCS [Communal Multi-Service Agriculture Coopera- 
tive], COFEL [Fruit and Vegetable Cooperative) and related groups are 
struggling, because of carelessness in management and an extreme bureau- 
cracy, combined with the harmful activities of all the enemies of choice, 
in countless difficulties, mainly in the area of supplying production units 
and the flow of their products. 
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According to the president of the republic on opening the third session of 
the Central Committee, the debate beginning within the political director- 
ate and the decisions which will be made there in a completely democratic 
way are aimed toward "the establishment of an agricultural system that would 
be supported by the confidence and protection of the producer and would 
profit from previous experience, guaranteeing an appreciable rate of self- 
sufficiency in the area of food products, supplying the citizens with basic 
etaple products and preparing for the post-petroleum and ~gas era. 


11937 
CSO: 4400 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


NATURAL GAS FOR BENI-SAF--The installation of municipal gas service for Beni- 
Saf wae marked on Wednesday by an official ceremony presided by Mr Larbi 
Chaib-Draa with local authorities of the region and many officiale from 
SONELGAZ regional management aleo present. Thies service was to be inaugurated 
with the lighting of a torch at the center of town. In Beni~Saf, 2000 house- 
holde have benefitted from it. This opening is among the goale of a large 
program providing for supplies of natural gas for major urban centers in the 
Tlemcen wilaya. In thie region, three cities already enjoy the benefits of 
this source of energy: Tlemcen, Maghnia, and Beni-Saf. Natural gas supplies 
for the Ghazaouet and Nedroma daira county seats will be available in the 
course of this year, according to SONELGAZ plans. These two towns will be 
followed by Remchi in 1981. [Text] [Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 9-10 
May 80 p 3) 11,023 


C80: 4400 
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TRAN 


RESCUE ATTEMPT, RELATED ISSUES DISCUSSED BY BEHESHTI 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 3 May 80 p 11 


[Text] Answering the questions of foreign and domestic mass media 
representatives in a weekly press conference last Wednesday, Ayatollah 
Dr Beheshti, a member of the Revolutionary Council and head of Iran's 
Supreme Court, discussed the country's current problems and the policy 
of the government of Islamic Republic of Iran regarding America's recent 
military action againet Iran and said: "The recent struggle of the 
colonialist regime of America in nurturing the imaginary thought of 
weakening [Iran], and its efforts in exerting pressure on the unified 
Islamic front of our nation is a profound sign of the influence of 
Iran's Islamic Revolution in the region and even on general international 
and world policy. Today the colonialists [in general) and their leader 
America in particular realize that their interests have become shaky in 
a vast region of the world and that they are in a serious struggle with 
this factor of instability, i.e., the victorious Islamic Revolution of 
Iran." 


Classification of Documents 


Dr Beheshti was asked: “It is obvious that some groups from Iran have 
cooperated with the Americans in their military attack on Iran. Have 
these Iranian groups been identified? Who were the people from inside 
the country who collaborated with America in this respect and which 
organizations are they connected with?" 


Dr Beheshti answered: “During the past several months we have been 
receiving reports saying that certain groups and individuals were 
involved in plots. These groups and individuals have been and are under 
constant surveillance, and to some extent they have been identified, but 
no further details can be given before an adequate investigation is made. 
As soon as the intended results are obtained our beloved Iranian nation 
will be informed through a report." 











The Intention of a Military Attack 


Question: It is said that some documents were obtained from the heli- 
copters, which specify the extent of the sedition of Americans in Iran. 
Has it become clear from these documents what the goal of American mili- 
tary attack was on Iran, and how were they supposedly going to topple 
the regime of Iran? 


Dr Beheshti's answer: It is clear from the documents obtained that the 
American Government intended to attack some centers, and that the inten- 
tion of rescuing the hostages was not under consideration. The documents 
are being studied and sorted because different documents have fallen into 
the hands of different units. Some reports were also received from 
inside as well as from outside the country. I am hopeful that this study 
will be over today since our friends are working devotedly. 


The Internal Danger and the Enemy's Grave 


Question: You said that Carter's intention regarding the hostage inci- 
dent was only a propaganda operation for his reelection. Should Carter 
lose and should someone else be selected for the presidency of America, 

do you think the next president would reach an agreement on ‘the existing] 
problems with the government of Iran? 


Dr Beheshti: It is very difficult to discuss the policy of the future 
government of America regarding these problems. We state explicitly that 
we are not reacting to political problems--we are acting. As far as 
political problems are concerned the initiative of action should be in 
the hands of the Iranian nation. The people of Iran and we (as a segment 
of this nation) have repeatedly stated that our main concern is inde- 
pendence--cultural, military, political and economic and complete protec- 
tion of the Islamic identity of the revolution, aimed at attaining the 
interests of Islam, the freedom of the underprivileged and the happiness 
of the Iranian nation and the people of the world through the victory of 
this revolution. The problems which are important to those gentlemen 
are not important to us. It is important for us to have programs which 
would make our people more informed every day and more unified on the 
road to victory. 


Iran's Wishes 


Question: The U.S. Government has so far declared to be a defender of 
Iran's revolution. However, the recent military operations in the desert 
proved that America intends to suppress Iran's revolution and that it has 
no good intentions at all. During the recent months the government of 
Iran wanted the shah to be returned and the hostages freed. Now, after 
the recent events, Iran's wish still remains in force and should the shah 
be delivered, the hostages would be freed. Under the present circum- 
stances won't other wishes be discussed? 
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De Beheshti: We had then stated repeatedly that the question of the 
ahah's return to Lran ie important for our nation, [however] it te not 
the main iesue. The main problem ia that the U.S. Government ae well as 
all the governmente of the world should know that they are dealing with 
a mation which has risen decisively and te determined to make ite own 
resolutions. These events are important to our nation from a viewpoint 
indicative of the fact that America ie lying. We want to have good 
relationships with all the nations of the world including the American 
nation, but the government of Awerica, a capitalist, colonialiet, proud, 
crafty and self-conceited government ie exploiting the Americans and 
other nations of the world in order to protect the interests of a capi-~- 
taliet and bloodthiraty minority. The recent developments showed that 
the U.S. Government was not truthful at all. By receiving the shah in 
America, Carter showed that he was lying, and the U.S. Government was 
lying, and that they have not accepted Iran's revolution. They had 
taken the shah over there in order to plot against Iran's revolution 
from a close distance. During the recent days we saw clearly the 
resulte of their work. 


The Lie 


Question: America has epread rumors that the government of Iran has 
asked for money to return the corpses of those burnt in the desert. Is 
it true? 


Dr Beheshti: The U.S. Government telle many such outrageous lies. This 
ie one of then. 


A Secret Contact With America 


Question: According to investigations made by various circles, apparently 
there are some individuals among the personnel of the Iranian Army who 

are secretly in contact with America, and some of these people, espe- 
cially those in the Air Force have been identified. Why ien't the govern- 
ment taking the necessary steps in thie respect? 


Dr Beheshti: As I said in the beginning, we are busy investigating and 
have obtained some results in our investigation and do feel the danger 
coming from inside. Soon the general public will be notified of the 
results of [our] investigation, and those who have collaborated with 
Iran's enemies in different capacities will be prosecuted and will be 
punished. However, no one should be accused before being investigated 
and proven [to be guilty]. 


Iran's Actions 


Question: What steps will the government of Iran take to prevent mili- 
tary action by America against lran? 
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De Beheshti: We will do two things. Firet, we will make some changes in 
our radar syetem and will eliminate “blind” areas in the radar eyetem in 
Iran which are well known to the Americans. Thies will make the system a 
more complete one. The second ie a basic problem. Under the present 
circumstances it would probably be difficult to protect Iran's extended 
frontiers from those who would penetrate [our frontiers) by the use of 
modern equipment. However, it would not be difficult to trap and destroy 
those assailants. Therefore, the important thing for our nation ie to 
increase ite military readiness against penetration of frontiers. From 
the beginning thie wae pointed out realistically and sincerely to the 
nation. I said repeatedly that any American or any other nationality who 
enters Iran's borders, should know that he is entering his own grave. 

The important thing which should be done by our nation, and as it wae 
seen, was what the first group of our heroes and guarde did by arriving 
at the ecene of accident before anyone elee. Iran is certainly a vast 
land, and a great force ie needed to protect it, but people should bear 
in mind that revolutions have always had their upe and downs. This revo~ 
lution has had ite upe and downs. The important thing is to proceed 
toward victory with a continuous revolutionary determination. 


To Defend [ran 


Question: It is certain that we will be attacked by America in different 
waye in the future. The firet clandestine action of America was die- 
closed last Friday. Should the United States engage in a serious military 
action, would Iran's army be able to prevent it, and would it be able to 
defend [our) country? Has the Revolutionary Council foreseen an inter- 
national provision against all kinds of attacks by America or not? 


Dr Beheshti: Our army, our guards, our guardemen of committees and armed 
individuals would undoubtedly act to confront America's attack with the 
available number of equipment. Their action will play a major role in 
this defense. As we depended on the force of our nation in our con- 
frontation with the shah, so will we for this defense. The question is 
the defense by the entire nation, so to say (defense by means of) an army 
of 20 million which will destroy the enemy even with rocks and bricks, 
and America should know that it is entering into a quarrel with a nation 
which will sacrifice the lives of every individual to the last one for 
the independence of their country and for the realization of the goals 

of Iran's Islamic Revolution. I am therefore convinced that America's 
military action will not accomplish anything in Iran and will have no 
= for the U.S. Government besides disgracing itself throughout the 
world. 


Question: Has there been any discussion with the Soviet Government 
regarding the defense of Iran, and/or after the incident of the Lut desert 
has the government of the USSR had discussions with the government of Iran 
regarding military problems? 
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Dr Beheshti said with a brief pause: “We should be careful not to fall 
from the lap of one superpower into that of the other" (i.e., we should 
not jum from the frying pan into the fire), 


The TV and Kordestan 


Question: On behalf of the president a delegation is to go to Sananda) 
and Saqqes. What are the views of the government of Ielamic Republic 
regarding the current problems of Kordeatan? 


De Beheshti: The problem of cease-fire actually does not have a good 
interpretation in a society. Being the responsible persons of [our] 
country, we will never be happy to have a fire lit in any corner of our 
country. Those provokere, the Komolah elements, those direct and 
indirect puppete are the enemies of our nation and they kindle the fire 
againet the wishes of our Kurdish brothere and sisters. Therefore, when 
they stop to kindle fire, there will be no reason for our soldiers to get 
involved in operations over there. I would like you to interpret the 
problem this way--the provokere of Kordestan have put an end to their 
unpleasant and ugly deeds. In a situation like thie it would not make 
sense to fire even one shot. I ask you, the representatives of the 
press, to be careful in your selection of words because the use of the 
vocabulary ie extremely important in our culture. As to the problem of 
Kordestan, a special delegation will be at work because they are aware 
of the Kurdish problem. I have no information about the other members 
of the delegation. 


Recent Bombings 


In answer to the question about the recent bombings, about identifying 

and arresting of the culprits and inetigators of these events, Dr Behesht‘ 
said, “The fact ie that the agente of these explosions are in the service 
of America. After the agents are arrested, their instigators will be 
identified. Many of those who were connected with the bombings have been 
identified. I have no accurate information regarding the arrest of anyone." 


TV and the Problem of Kordestan 


Question: What is the Revolutionary Council's view about the fact that 
Iran's TV has so far not prepared a film about the events and incidents 
in Kordestan? 


Dr Beheshti: All we can say is that television has not shown any film. 
Such films should be studied and prepared in connection with putting an 
end to these incidents. Therefore, the finding of TV authorities is that 
euch films would not help to put an end or solve the problems of Kordestan. 
Should che responsible elements of TV feel that films would be useful in 
solving the problems of Kordestan, they would show those films. 
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The Revolutionary Council and the Hostages 


In anewer to the question as to why the Revolutionary Council does not 
assume the responsibility of American hostages, Dr Beheshti answered: 

"We have eaid repeatedly that the problem of the hostages or detainees ite 
& problem between our nation and the U.5. Government, and that the 
students have so far worked as the nation's arm in thie respect. The 
Revolutionary Council considers the nation's wieh ae an indicator. As 
far as the hostages are concerned, the Revolutionary Council cannot assume 
a government responsibility. The U.8. Government is responsible for this 
detention and not our government. Our nation wanted the shah to be 
returned, but the U.S. Government betrayed [us], and sheltered hin. 
Therefore, it was the U.S. Government that angered our nation, forcing 
the etudente to detain the spies.” 


Trade With the East 


In answer to one of the correspondents’ questions about the closeness of 
the government of Iran with the socialist countries, Dr Beheshti said: 

"We have said etreseing that our trade relationships with socialist coun- 
tries are based exactly on the basis foreseen in (our) constitution, ft.e. 
on the basis of maintaining complete independence and trade relationship 
between two equal powers, i.e. to have trade transactions on equal condi- 
tions with them. We will trade with countries which we consider advisable, 
provided that all the aspects of the Ielemic Revolution's aim are observed. 
Therefore, trade with socialist governments is not an important iesue and 
it does not mean at all that we should come out of a (big) well and fall 
into a emall well. Wo, we have come out of a well, we have not and will 
not fall into « small well." 


CSO: 4906 
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1 RAN 


JAPAN NOT HURT BY IRAN TRADE SANCTIONS 
Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 23 May 80 OW 


(Text) Tokyo, May 23 (KYODO)--Industries do not expect to suffer a major 
blow from the new package of economic sanctions againet [ran which calle 
for a de facto ban on exports to the Ielamic nation. 


The phase-two package, adopted at Friday's cabinet meeting, features 
application of the export trade control order to restrict exports from 
Japan. 


The stee) industry concluded export contracts for 250,000 tons of steel 
for shipment in the January-March period and 400,000 tons in the April- 
June period. 


Of the April-June amount, steel makers will cancel contracts for some 
100 ,000 tone which are yet to be shipped. 


Steel exports in the first half of 1980 will be a little less than 
600,000 tons from the comparable period of 1979. 


Electric appliance makers anticipate almost no damage from the economic 
sanctions because they have refrained from trading with Iran after the 
Islamic revolution. 


Exports to Iran of color TV receivers, video tape recorders and other 
civil electronic products in the January-March quarter came to only 
yen 4,220 million in value. 


Some makers say that appliances may flow into the Iranian market through 
third countries. 


Iran is no negligible market for the Japanese synthetic industry, how- 
ever. 


Iran accounted for 15 per cent of Japan's total exports of long-staple 
polyester fibers and acrylic cotton yarn. 
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The auto industry saye it would not be affected ase the Iranian Government 
imposed cotal controle on auto imports in the epring last year. 


Auto exporte from the outeet of 1980 amounted to only 3,000 unite. 
Meanwhile, some minor business firme may euffer a fatal blow from the 


new package. They are pottery and metal tableware makers whose 
dependence on exporte to Iran 1. .eavy. 


C80: 4906 
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ISRAEL 


INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER WELZMAN REPORTED 
‘AL GAMISHMAR' Interview 
TA301309 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 30 May 80 pp 3, 8, 9, 14 


[Interview with former Defense Minister MK 'Ezer Weizman by correspondent 
Dalya Shehori; time and place not given) 


[Excerpts] Question: It appears that during the cabinet meeting you 
were working much more in coordination with Arik Sharon than was publicly 
known. Arik Sharon's settlement policy had your backing, or your agree- 
ment through silence or... 


Weisman: First of all, thie is not accurate since on many occasions I 
voted against him and was in the minority. For example, Dayan, Yadin 
and I voted against the first basic document of guidelines for the 
autonomy committee. 


However, what do I have in common with Gush Emunim? I maintain that 
settlement in Judaea and Samaria is, in principle, a matter of our right 
and not a matter of security. Instead of getting up and saying I want to 
settle in a certain place--be it Shilo, ‘Anatot or Hebron--they come and 
say, settling on Jabal al-Kabir ie important for security. It is a fact 
that both Gush Emunim and I have said the same things about Elon More. 

I did not give my military approval. I could not sign such a document. 
As a military man I could not sign testimony to the effect that Elon More 
had security importance. For me it has a place by right of my history, 
and this is the difference. Here I share a common language with Ge'ula 
[Kohen] despite the fact that I do not agree with her path nor with her 
direction. 


This government is always talking about security. If settlements are so 
important to security, why evacuate the Rafah approaches? In a short 
while they will come to us and say, if you evacuated the Rafah approaches 
for peace, make peace and evacuate something elee. Therefore, our remain- 
ing in Judaea and Samaria should have been on a totally different basis 
and not only on that of security. 
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Question: And how can one settle in Judaea and Samaria for nonsecurity 
reasons when this ie opposed internationally? 


Weigman: Why? Why against the law? Thies is part of the Camp David 
agreements. I want to clarify the itesue in the autonomy talks, I will 
not eign any document saying that Jewe are forbidden to settle in Judaea, 
Samaria and Gaza. Neither will I eign a document saying that I can 
expropriate land for Jews to settle in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza. 


Question: And will these Jews be subject to the autonomy? 


Weizman: This has to be discussed. I do not know. I only hope that we 
will not reach a situation in which there is some kind of Palestinian 
entity with autonomy over the Jewish settlements. If we are not careful 
this can happen. Therefore, we have to pay attention to Camp David. We 
have to take another look at what we signed. In his letter the prime 
minister rightly said that it was he who signed the agreement. I stand 
behind this agreement and behind this signature. The agreement does not 
say that a Palestinian state will be established, nor does it say that 
Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip are to be annexed to Eretz Yiera'el. 
It saye that the existing situation has to be changed. As to where it 
goes--this we will decide in 5 years’ time. Now we should decide on a 
process which, first of all, changes the existing situation. For example, 
removing the military government, providing the Palestinians with some 
sort of process in order to arrive at a solution with the agreement of 
Egypt, Jordan and Israel. 


Thie ie the meaning of the Camp David agreement, and we have to be bold 
in thie process. Both sides agreed to change the existing situation even 
though there is disagreement between them. 


The Camp David agreement is a document which will be much taught in 
history, how two countries, two leaders under the influence of a third 
leader, arrived at a very complex and unclear agreement se that each 
side could claim that he has stood his ground and yet signed a peace 
agreement with the other. Why are the Arabs so angry with al-Sadat? 
Because al-Sadat signed this document, among other things, so as to 
participate in determining the fate of the Palestinians. So, if this 
document so angers the Arabs why should it make the Jews so angry? 


Question: When you say the removal of the military authorities, do you 
mean through negotiations or are you, like Dayan, also considering the 
possibility of doing this unilaterally, regardless of the success of the 
negotiations? 


Weizman: I am inclined to think that Dayan is not wrong. I am in favor 
of trying the autonomy in Gaza first. However, it is possible that we 
will reach an agreement with the Egyptians on an administrative council 
of 100 members and other elements that will go half way to meet them, 
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and they will come half way to meet us, but that, nevertheless, there 
will not be a eingle Palestinian who will accept thie solution. 


Let me give you an example. When we returned from the United States 
after signing the peace treaty, I suggested to Gaza Mayor Rashad al-Shawa-- 
after consulting with the government~--that we immediately remove the Gaza 
Strip command from Gaza and transfer it to a different place eo that it 
would not be located in the center of the Arab town of Gaza. He told me: 
Come on, Sir, do not do this. I asked him why, and he answered: Firet, 
if you do this I will be blamed for cooperating with you. I am ready to 
have you remove IDF forces only if a solution is reached and that solu- 
tion for me is either a linkage [word in English) with Jordan or a 
Palestinian etate. Second, if you do thie despite my advice, I will have 
chaos in Gaga. So, do me a favor: either leave the status quo or do 
what I say. 


This only proves that even if we can reach some understanding with the 
Egyptians we may offer this understanding to some Rashad al-Shawwa who 
would say: “Thank you, either [the status quo) or [what I think]." The 
Camp David agreement does not specify “either-or." It does not talk of 
a Palestinian state or of annexation to Israel. The prime minister said 
he will reserve for himself the right to insist on this (annexation) at 
the end of the 5~year period. Therefore, the Cam David agreement is 

a very complex matter. However, some momentum should have been given to 
it to show, as Dayan said, that we do not want to keep the status quo 
and are looking for a solution that will mean less control over the Arab 
population. 


'MA'ARIV' Interview 
TA302121 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 30 May 80 pp 13, 22 


[Interview with outgoing Defense Minister ‘Ezer Weizman by Dov Goldstein 
in Weizman's Tel Aviv office on Wednesday morning 28 May 1980) 


[Excerpt] [Question] Of all the grave things you wrote to the prime 
minister in your resignation letter there was one paragraph that angered 
the prime minister more than everything and led him to answer you sharply, 
as his confidants testify. That was the paragraph stating that “the road 
to strengthening the peace is open and wide but it is not walked. Instead 
of making considered but determined steps toward a comprehensive and 
stable peace we are marking time." Is it Israel, not Egypt, that is to 
blame for marking time? What can Israel do that it has not done for the 
strengthening of peace? 


[Answer] The Egyptians are also to blame, obviously. They are not 

perfect and pure, certainly not. They have their own interests, we have 
ours. Political wisdom dictates that one find the common denominator 
between the two parties and drain out of it the most possible understanding 
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and consent. A compromise ie needed here, if you forgive me for using 
thie word. This word, compromise, has come to be widely considered a 
word that one should avoid, It ie unhonorable, as it were. However, 
anybody who conducts serious political negotiations knows Chat compromise 
wae and has remained the only way to achieve understanding and agreement. 
If each party entrenches hie positions and refuses to compromise, no 
agreement can be reached. 


There is an interesting thing called pace. This is one of the most rela- 
tive terms in the world. If a bicycle moves at a speed of 50 kilometers 
per houf, this is considered a epeed record. If a modern car, however, 
moves at euch a speed, this is a traffic jam. Each process has the pace 
most desirable for it. One should avoid traffic jam. The desirable 
pace for the political process is one of the vital conditions for the 
achievement of optimal conditions in the agreement with the other party. 


[Question] You are saying that Israel has not adopted the right pace in 
the autonomy negotiations and that ase a result a traffic jam has been 
created and traffic has been stopped? 


[Answer] Wait a minute... Regarding the peace with Egypt the question 
of pace was always decisive. It was decided in the Camp David agreements 
that during the first stage Israel would withdraw to the al-'Arish-Ra's 
Muhammad line. The first argument was when this withdrawal should be 
implemented and at what pace. The initial tendency was for this process 
to last 2 years. There was a psychological aspect involved here, in my 
opinion: Maybe it will still be possible to change something; maybe 
something will happen to prevent the need for a withdrawal and our assets 
will remain in our hands. The inference from this thinking was that it 
is worthwhile to postpone the end...to slow down the pace. This argument 
with Egypt over pace went on all the time, and poisonous talk was directed 
at Dayan and me because we believed that it is in Israel's interest not 
to slow down the process. It was for this reason that a cabinet member 
asked me the big question: "What have you sold today?!" 


Also regarding the autonomy negotiations, I clearly say: We could have 
achieved things from the Egyptians if we had arrived at an agreement 
earlier! I have several friends in the government--I will not name then, 
eo that I will not work against them--who openly told me: “We should 
place priority on concluding the autonomy negotiations before the U.S. 
elections, since afterward our situation will be far less easy." I am 
stating then: The entire autonomy affair could have been concluded with 
Egypt a long time ago! 


[Question] How? By accepting their demand that the security issue be 
taken out of Israel's hands and handed over to the “strong police"? By 
agreeing that the IDF will be able to move in Judaea and Samaria only 
with the permission and consent of the Arab autonomy administration? 
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[Anewer) God forbid! I have clearly rejected these demands, but let me 
tell you: A certain Egyptian, who ie influential ae far ae this issue is 
concerned, has recently told me: “Say that you have regretted thinge, 
eay the truth, eay that you withdraw from the autonomy idea but do not 
fool and trick us." 


Pace ie the important element here. What we could achieve from al-Sadat 
on the autonomy and ite conditions a year or half a year ago we can no 
longer achieve now. Thies is our failure! The longer it took, the bigger 
al-Sadat's difficulties have become, and he is forced, by what he viewed 
as an Egyptian interest, to toughen Egypt's positions. His isolation in 
the Arab world has increased. He is not prepared to accept thie situa- 
tion. The PLO, which hae naturally done everything to torpedo the 
negotiations and disrupt the peace procese--for the eimple reason that 
al-Sadat does not, at least at this stage, demand the establishment of a 
Palestinian state--has increased ite murderous activity and forced us to 
adopt a stronger policy in Judaea and Samaria. We have no choice. We 
have to take these measures. But can anyone ignore the fact that such a 
situation--when we deport people, blow up houses, impose a curfew-~is 
making things difficult for al-Sadat and inevitably leads him to radi- 
calize Egypt's position on the autonomy negotiations?! 


I am accused, I know, and people are angry with me when I repeat that 

the Egyptian side should be understood. I will add that, despite this 
anger, in war and in peace negotiations alike, it is necessary to know 
the opposite party, understand him and understand his motives. 


It was clear in Camp David that Egypt wants a Palestinian state in 
Judaea, Samaria and Gaza while Israel aspires to annex these areas to 
Israel. The negotiators could not bridge this conflict. However, they 
could--and so they did, and the way to peace with Egypt was prepared-—- 
agree that the status quo in these territories should be changed and a 
third solution, which does not mean a Palestinian state, or [Israeli] 
annexation for the next 5 years, namely the autonomy, should be found. 
The autonomy should change the status quo by removing the military 
authorities and by transferring many of its powers--not the security 
issue--to the autonomy's administration. 


[Question] In other words--did Israel misinterpret the Camp David agree- 
ment and not show the flexibility necessary in the negotiations with 
Egypt? Was this why the traffic jam was created? 


[Answer] I know it is very grave to accuse the government of conducting 
the negotiations wrongly. However, for negotiations to have lasted a 
year and failed to yield results, it is either that the basic agreement 
was not good or that the course of the negotiations was not desirable. 
It could be that the other party, Egypt, is a sheer blackguard and does 
not want to reach an agreement. I do not think so. The Egyptians want 
to reach an agreement, but I regret to say that if Israel had revealed 
more flexibility... 
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[Question] For example, on which disputed issue? 


[Answer] For example, supervision of the water resources should have been 
handled jointly by Lerael and the autonomy's administration. Another 
example is for the military authorities to move out and to hand over 

full powers on internal matters of education, health, licensing and roade 
to the autonomy's administration. 


Regarding the security issue: We will station divisions anywhere we think 
they should be stationed. Nevertheless, I would not be too excited and 
would not be opposed to determining with the Bgyptéans where the joint 
Ieraeli-Jordanian patrols should be and how they should be carried out. 

To say no! no! no! all the time--there is no chance to achieve an agree- 
ment thie way. 


We should impose restrictions on ourselves. For example: We should not 
expropriate private lands in Judaea and Samaria for Jewish settlement. 

We should act more quickly, to give Egypt a true feeling of eecurity that 
we do indeed want to grant the Arab residents of Judaea and Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip the right to enjoy total self-administration without responsi- 
bility for security. Also, without an agreement with Egypt, I propose 
that Israel remove the military authorities and let the Arabs run their 
own affaires. I certainly recommend that we reach an agreement with the 
Egyptians about introducing the autonomy in the Gaza Strip first. 


[Question] In your letter to the prime minister, and now as well, when 
you claim that Israel should have shown more flexibility in the autonomy 
negotiations, are you aware of the international damage caused to Israel 
as a result of your remarks? 


[Answer] It is not the first time that people have been angry with me. 
This also happened when I tore the sign with peace written on it at the 
prime minister's office in Jerusalem. [Reference to Weizman protest 
against positions adopted by the government during a cabinet meeting. |] 
My way has never been the quiet, calm way. I am aware that an argument 
that blames Israel causes harm. However, there are truths I must say. 
Now if this spurs the government to precipitate the negotiations and to 
reveal more flexibility...maybe they will want to prove to me now that I 
have made a mistake and that the Israeli Government will really demon- 
strate more flexibility. In this case I will be happy to admit my 
mistake. 


[Question] Is it true that on the bagis of your talks with President 
al-Sadat, a long time before the peace agreement was signed, you had 
the impression--and so you also reported to the cabinet--that Egypt's 
concern for the Palestinians is only apparent and that in fact Egypt 
would agree to leave Judaea, Samaria and Gaza under Israeli rule in 
return for the far-reaching Israeli concessions in the Sinai? 
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[Anewer] No, not apparent; thie word is wrong. I did not report thie 

to the cabinet, but I was convinced then, as I am today--and so I 
reported to the cabinet--that 2 years, even 1 year ago, al-Sadat was much 
more prepared to comply with our needs and work for compromises. 


[Question] What compromise, for example, would al-Sadat have been pre- 
pered for then but not today? 


[Answer] He was then more ready to show greater understanding on the 
iseue of Israel's deeply rooted connection with Eretz Yisra'el. In other 
words, he was prepared, much more then than today, for a compromise on 
the iseve of settlements. I explained to him in one of our talks in 1978 
that my mother's family has been deeply rooted in this country. I 
explained the nature of Zioniem to him. It is not easy for a man like 
him to understand. However, if we had shown him and proven to him that 
we have more faith in what he is doing and in hie intentions, he would 
have been prepared to go a long way to meet us on the road of compromises 
in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza. The longer the negotiations went on, the 
more difficult his situation became, the tougher his positions grew and 
the more limited his readiness for compromise. 


[Question] Is the peace with Egypt in danger now? 


[Answer] No, not now but we can reach delicate situations. Peace with 
Egypt is the Likud government's greatest achievement. It was exactly a 
man like Begin who was able to make the necessary decisions so that peace 
could be signed. The question troubling me is whether Begin can continue 
the peace process. 


[Question] How do you view the solution of the Palestinian question 
after the 5 years of autonomy, if autonomy is indeed established? 


{[Anewer}] I will not say, not now. The Camp David agreements were formu- 
lated the way they were so that it will not be necessary to answer this 
question now but only after 5 years and after the possibility of 
coexistence--autonomy alongside Israel--is examined. 


[Question] Before you were elected to serve as defense minister you told 
me you were prepared to conduct negotiations with Yasir ‘Arafat. You 
explained that it is not important who one speake with but on what one 
speaks. Are you still prepared to conduct negotiations with Yasir 
‘Arafat? 


[Anewer] I am prepared to negotiate with any Arab, such a leader or 
another, if he does not desire the destruction of Israel but is prepared 
to reach understanding with it. If such an Arab leader arises in addi- 
tion to al-Sadat and first establishes a ceasefire with Israel--since this 
was the first basis for peace with Egypt--I am ready to negotiate with him 
even if it was clear in advance that his solution is different from ours. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


COMMENTARY DISCUSSES WEST BANK SETTLEMENT SITUATION 
TAO32211 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 3 Jun 80 p 11 
[Commentary by Yehuda Litani: "Timebomb in the West Bank") 


[Text] Despite embarrassing situations the prime minister has faced dur- 
ing the past 2 weeks, Menahem Begin is opting not to submit his resigna- 
tion. He fears that the Alignment will win the elections, something that 
in his view will lead to the establishment of a Palestinian state and, so 
he said, his hands "will not spill that blood." The prime minister pre- 
fers to extend his period in office in his undermined government for as 
long as possible, even if only--so he believes--not to give any help to 
the establishment of a Palestinian state in the territories. 


In order to delay the establishment of a Palestinian state for as long 
as possible, this government is also laying "mines," the defusing of 
which will demand great patience from the next government, even if the 
next government does not actually help to establish a Palestinian state. 


The "mines" are the settlements and everything associated with them: 
expropriation of private land (technical terms the military government 
uses for this are "taking over" and “closing"), the "location" of state- 
owned land or “unregistered land," the establishment of the settlements 
themselves, the establishment of new army camps to be later turned into 
settlements, the building of a network of highways and roads to the 
settlements and army camps and so on. However, the main “mine” was laid 
in the path of the next government (if Mr Begin is right and the Align- 
ment will indeed win in the next elections) by Chief of Staff Lt Gen 
Refa'el Eytan. 


The chief of staff ordered all West Bank settlers to be a part of the 
regional area defense units and, for this purpose, he took them out of 
their assigned units. Any kind of settlement, Lieutenant General Eytan 
has decided, is like a border settlement and therefore should belong to 
the regional defense units. In the framework of their reserve duties, 
the settlers carry out "policing" and patrol operations in the neighbor- 
ing Arab towns and this is how, amid "honest" neighborly relations, it 
emerges who is the real ruler in the area. 
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These are not policing and patrol operations by beat policemen in 
Jerusalem's Rehavya quarter or eleewhere in “little” Israel. Inetead, 
these operations include the searching of Palestinian inhabitants at 
roadblocks, street patrole in towne, the capture of etonethrowers and 

the clearing of stone barriers, ("These ‘boys’ are doing excellent work," 
one of the border guards eaid about them recently.) 


It ie not alwaye easy in any operation to distinguish whether the settler 
ie acting as 4 civilian in every sense of the word or as a reserve soldier. 
In the latest retaliatory action (this article was written before the 
attempt to kill the mayors of Nabulus, Ramallah and al-Birah--the editorial 
board) by members of the Bet~el settlement in al-Birah (breaking wind- 
shields, slashing the tires of more than 100 care and aleo breaking the 
windows of houses) it is almost certain that one settler who was in the 
army at the time took part in thie. After he was arrested, there was 
speedy intercession by senior elements to release him from detention and 
cover the fact that a reserve soldier from the settlement's area defense 
unit was suspected of taking part in an action of this sort. 


For the moment, they are acting under the cover of the law and at the 
initiative of the head of the General Staff. What will happen in the 
future when they decide that one government move or another in the 
territories is not to their liking? The Likud government is fine to 
them. But a government they detest, such as an Alignment government? 
When ie a settler a civilian in every sense of the word and when is he 
a soldier? Ie it the order given by the government's area defense 
officer that is decisive or can the civilian administration carelessly 
make whatever settlers it wante into soldiers for this or that operation? 
The lines are not clear. It has been crossed in the past and there is 
no doubt it will be crossed again in the future. 


The Alignment's immediate task, while it is still in the opposition 
(agein, on the assumption that Mr Begin's fears are justified) is to 
work toward disbanding the army units in the settlements, disarming the 
settlers, returning them to the previous army unite in which they served 
and, together with this, to safeguard the settlements by using regular 
IDF unites. 


The area defense units in the West Bank settlements are timebombe and if 
they are not eliminated in time they will explode with a loud bang and 
cause great damage. At such a time, when it appears that the State of 
lerael is entering the darkest period in the history of ite rule in the 
Weet Bank, it is difficult to distinguish among blunders, among repres- 
sive operations, among blowing up houses and exiling families to the 
desert and closing mouths, restricting political activity and banning the 
distribution of papers in the West Bank. It is now easy for opponents of 
the current government's policy to protest any irregularity no matter how 
mild or serious. 





Now ie the time for efforte to be concentrated against irregularities that 
my lay wines in the path of future negotiations. And the “settlement 
array” te an outetanding, dangerous irregularity. If settlers are dis~ 
armed under no circumstances are they abandoned to their fate, Other 
military unite should be put in charge of their security eo that they 

are not tempted to use equipment and uniforms whenever they feel like 
doing so or when it ie convenient for them to do so but not convenient 

for the country that entrusted them with the equipment, the weapons and 
the uniform. 


This, it appears, ie the “mine” of prime importance. It ie followed by 
other "mines": the enormous flow of money from the various government 
ministries, directly and indirectly, to the various settlements and 
their inetitutions--religious colleges, industrial plants, educational 
ineatitutions, and municipal bodies. Massive expropriation of land-~ 
atate owned, private, registered or unregistered--for the purpose of 
establishing 10 new settlements in different areas of the West Bank and 
for the purpose of expanding existing settlements. 


The new and older settlements, larger and more consolidated than they 
were in the time of the A!ignment government, are timebombse the Likud 
government is leaving for the next government. The Alignment government, 
if it ie established, will in ite firet days be able to work for the 
immediate cessation of the expropriation of land, cutting the fountain of 
money until it dries up completely. However, if the Alignment does not 
work right now to disband the settlemente' army units there may be 
clashes between two armies: between Israeli reserve soldiers and 
Israelis of another type [the settlers) who are turned into reserve 
soldiers. 


It ie impossible to dismantle settlements in the West Bank. Thies is 
certainly true now under the Likud government and this will be even more 
difficult if an Alignment government is established and the Likud returns 
to the opposition role and acts vigorously against any trend appearing 
to it to be leading to the establishment of a Palestinian state and the 
handing over of Eretz Yisra'el to the enemy. It is now only possible to 
work for limited objectives that will defuse the mine. But the mine will 
remain where it is. 








ISRAEL 


YITZHAK SHAMIR: ISRAEL WILL 'WEVER' LEAVE WEST BANK, GAZA OR GOLAN 
LD041503 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 2 Jun 80 p 7 


[Interview with Yitzhak Shamir by Gustaf Von Platen: "Yitzhak Shamir 
Telle SVENSKA DAGBLADET's Editor in Chief: ‘Llerael Will Never Leave 
Weet Bank'") 


[Text) Jerusalem--"Ierael will never withdraw from the so-called West 
Bank, no more than it will withdraw from the Gaza Strip or the Golan 
Heights. For use Jerusalem is the capital of the State of Lerael and 
has been our people's spiritual capital for thousands of years. I can 
eee no reason at all why the city should be divided once again." 


Yitzhak Shamir made this statement to SVENSKA DAGBLADET in the first 
interview he has given since receiving instructions to succeed Ezer 
Weizman as Israeli defense minister. 


The nomination cannot be implemented until the storms in the coalition 
government die down and Prime Minister Begin succeeds in getting his 
troublesome ministers back in line. 


This ie why Shamir received me and SVENSKA DAGBLADET's Jerusalem corre- 
spondent Cordelia Edvardson in his office in the Foreign Ministry. 


And he speaks in the role he has had until now--that of foreign minister-- 
when he says: 


"I am mot saying that there is no room for compromises. I have never 
said that and will never say it. I say: ‘Let us talk!’ 


But it is Israel's negotiating position that it will not leave the occu- 
pied areas. 


Yitzhak Shamir is considered Begin's heir apparent and is owe of the 
hawke in the government. He is described as intractable and militant, 
even though he has surprised the ministry's personnel with his ability 

to listen and his willingness to accept new impressions. But he is known 
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to the general public and written about in the press because of his 
uncompromising attitude, 


And the Arab population in the occupied areas, who for a while have been 
subjected to fairly hareh treatment, ie afraid of even hareher treatment 
from the military if or when Shamir moves over to the Defense Ministry. 


Shamir was one of the few who did not vote for the Cam David agreement 
in the Knesset, despite the fact that it had been negotiated by hie 
friend and party colleague Begin. When I asked him the reason he 
replied: 


"There are a number of conditions in the agreement that I could not accept. 
But | wae never against the peace agreement as euch and today I see it as 
the only known way to peace.” 


Ae part of the agreement Ierael has renounced ite claim to Sinai and this 
according to Shamir is a great military risk. But it was decided that it 
should be taken for the sake of peace. 


But no risks can be taken on the West Bank, no more than in the other 
areas which Ierael now holds. 


"The old borders were impossible to defend from a military viewpoint. We 
were forced to begin a preventive war in 1967. And imagine if the attack 
against us during the Yom Kippur War had started not from the Golan 
Heighte but from Tiberias, and not from Suez but from the vicinity of 
Jerusalem--what would have happened then? The wars prove that the 
borders were impossible. 


"UN Resolution 242 aleo talke of ‘secure borders.' It does not require 
a complete return to the old borderse--Israel cannot exist within them." 


On this basis the Begin regime is opposed to the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state. It considers that it would be communist 
and a base for the Soviet Union. The links between the PLO and the 
Eastern bloc are in Shamir's opinion extremely strong. The PLO gets arms 
from the East and trains its guerrilla soldiers there; the organization 
is already doing "great things for the Soviet Union in the Middle East." 


Israel is prepared instead to grant autonomy to the Arab inhabitants on 
the West Bank and in Gaza. 


“By autonomy we do not mean sovereignty. Not independence. We do not 
want a border between the autonomous regions and the rest of the country. 
The inhabitants can be granted 80 percent of the executive power which 
the present Israeli military government has. They can make decisions 
about their own lives, but cannot be allowed to have an army or promote 
their own foreign policy." 
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[Question] Would euch an area not become an enclave, a ghetto? 


l[Anewer) “Not at all," Shamir replied, “The citizens can become leraeli 
citisens if they eo desire. If not, they will be allowed to retain their 
Jordanian citizenship. And it ie a question of a trial period of 5 years. 
After that we shall see if we cannot change conditions through negotia~- 
tions with the inhabitants and with Egypt and Jordan." 


Arab autonomy will not be so wide-reaching as to give the inhabitants the 
power to obetruct the establishment of leraeli settlements. These are 
expressions of a necessary Leraeli “presence” in the area. If this 
presence ie not established Ierael will, according to Shamir, be forced 
to give up the areas. Within them there must instead be coexistence 
between Arabs and Jews. 


I point out that President al-Sadat has called the Israeli settlement 
policy “selfish and egoistical" and asserted that it has lost Israel the 
sympathy of 800 million Arabs. Shamir replied: 


"Up to November 1977 al-Sadat thought that our presence here at all was 
againet the will of the Arab peoples. But he changed his view. And I 
hope that he will take another etep in the same direction." 


Many people consider that the settlement policy is a major contributory 
factor to the widespread political unrest and the acts of violence com 
mitted on the West Bank. Shamir's view is that the violence is nothing 
new-~Israel has had to live with acts of violence throughout ite 
existence. 


A little over a year ago a few militant female settlers moved into a 
deserted Jewish-owned building in the Arab town of Hebron, and in March 
the Begin government decided to build two schools in what used to be 
Hebron's Jewish quarter. 


The decision caused heated controversy and made the Arab population's 
anger flare up. It also resulted in terrorist action during which six 
Jewish settlers were killed. 


Foreign Minister Shamir makes light of the government decision. 


“What is so strange about the school in Hebron? There is no school in 
the town and we decide to open one--why is this so dreadful? Compare it 
with everything happening in other parts of the world." 


Shamir also dismisses the idea that Israel should halt new settlements to 
ease the autonomy negotiations with Egypt. 


Recently two Arab families were deported from their homes and placed in 
two abandoned refugee camps as punishment for the fact that their sons 
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had thrown etones at Leraeli soldiers. The action caused euch a etorm 
of protest in the mase media that the government quickly cancelled it. 
Will Yitzhak Shamir, if he becomes defense minister, make use of the 
same type of collective punishment? 


"I would not be happy to give euch an order, But if it ie necessary one 
must give it. If they start to throw stones and go on with bombs and 
mines, then we have to put a etop to it. And we are very humane. We do 
not kill people or expose them to suffering. Israel is not like Syria or 
Iraq or the PLO," 


"In Syria hundreds of people are killed every day," Shamir went on, “but 
no one pays any attention. And the Iraqi president one day had 20 civil 
servante from various ministries killed, but he was received by Bruno 
Kreisky and many other European leaders. It seems to be ‘all right’ [last 
two words in English], they are decent and honorable Arab gentlemen. Bur 
if three people are temporarily deported in Israel, it is considered 
frightful and terrible." 
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ISRAEL 


SECURITY ASPECT OF SETTLEMENT IN HEBRON DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 Mar 80 p 11 
[Article by Ze'ev Schiff: "An Anti-Security Decision") 


{Text] The decision of the government of Israel to build a religious col- 
lege and an agricultural college in the heart of Arab Hebron, which was 
defeated by a emall majority, can be called an antisecurity act. There 
will be those, and the prime minister already hinted as much in his appear- 
ance on television, who would claim that resettlement in the old Jewish 
quarter of Hebron is in the interest of national security. But what is 
important is that this decision was made in spite of the recommendations 

of the military advisors. Those high-ranking people who deal with the 
security aspect of the problem recommended not to do it. 


Thus, it seems that a precedent was set by the Begin government not to ac~- 
cept the advice and the recommendations of the military advisors. This, 
of course, is the right of the prime minister who carries the ultimate 
responsibility. But it would be good if his spokesmen would refrain from 
eaying that the building of a religious school and an agricultural college 
in the heart of Arab Hebron is in accordance with the military viewpoint. 
This is simply not true. 


The absurd part of the whole story is that the prime minister got the idea 
of settling in the heart of Arab Hebron from a military man. The story is 
that after the murder of the religious school student, the defense minis- 
ter contacted the prime minister in order to report to him on the incident 
and on the actions which are expected. Without*thinking, Weitzman told 
the prime minister that the commander of the central front, Moshe Levi, 
said that the best reaction to the murder is the "Zionist reaction," mean- 
ing to put Jews in houses which belonged to Jews in the past. Without 
thinking of it, Weitzman put in Begin's head the idea of resettlement in 
the old Jewish quarter of Hebron. But as the idea developed and acquired 
form in Begin's mind, Weitzman started to have reservations. Today, 
Weitzman is sorry that he told Begin about the words of one of his top 
officers. As long as it was only a discussion of principles on the right 
of the Jews to settle in the Land of Israel, there was almost general 





agreement, but the moment it came to action, there was disagreement between 
the politicians and the security people. 


It ie impossible to say that the prime minister did not hear what the secu~ 
rity people had to say on the issue. In contrast with the decision to re- 
turn the whole of Sinai to Egypt, where the defense minister and the army 
were not consulted at all before the promise was made to Sadat, this time 
around they were. But it seems that the prime minister did not call them. 
They came to him out of their own initiative. They tried to convince him 
by military and political arguments, but he made his own decision. 


Support of Liberal Suggestions 


What bothers the security people? They think that there is no need to take 
those houses and put in them students of the religious schools. They think 
that such action would cause security problems, would cause serious fric- 
tion between the two populations, and would drag the army into unwanted 
confrontations. From the military-security point of view, one does not 
have to settle inside Hebron to ensure security in the area. Near by is 
upper Hebron or Kiryat Arba. If there is a need to strengthen security, 
Kiryat Arba can be used. 


The recommendation of the experts has always been to avoid friction and 
confrontations between the Arabs and the Jews in the country. In order to 
alleviate pressures and frustrations, the security people often supported 
liberal proposals for treating the Arab population. It is possible to 

say that the major success of the security branches dealing with the minor- 
ities for 32 years has been the prevention of a major confrontation. Aside 
from the bloody confrontation on [land] day in the Galilee, the security 
branches had a success of almost 100 percent. 


Those who deal with cases of terror and political subversion can understand 
what a big achievement this is. Things are more difficult in Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza Strip. The terrorist activities are under control, but it is 
much more difficult to prevent political subversion. The security branches 
have the situation under control, but the balance is very delicate. There- 
fore, they objected to settlement in the heart of Hebron, especially with 

a "special" Jewish population (Gush Emunim, the settlers of Kiryat Arba). 





The fear is that the building of a religious college and an agricultural 
college in the heart of Arab Hebron would spark a frontal confrontation 
between the two nations. This is in the interest of those who oppose any 
compromise between the two nations. The serious aspect of this thing is 
that the government decision, and the venomous Arab reaction that followed 
it, cause a great harm to the ability of the two peoples to live together. 
What is strange and absurd in the whole affair is that a party like Herut, 
which is for Jewish rule in the whole of the Land of Israel with its two 
nations, has to be especially interested in preventing such outbursts. 
Such friction would convince people that it is impossible for the two na- 
tions to live together and without coercion under Jewish rule. 
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The security people had a good reason to be afraid of a frontal confronta~ 
tion when people from Kiryat Arba are going to be put in the new inetitu- 
tions. These days, the legal counsellor to the government is investigating 
the tampering with scores of care belonging to Arabe from the town of Halhul 
near Hebron. From the evidence, it seems that this ie a pre-calculated act 
by key people in Kiryat Arba, and that about 20 people took part in it. It 
ie only natural that those who know these things will oppose putting the 
people of Kiryat Arba in the heart of Hebron, in order to avoid a frontal 
confrontation. 


The prime minister kuew about the information brought to the attention of 
the legal counsellor. In the second stage, when it seemed that the position 
of the prime minister could not be changed, there was a proposal to make a 
museum out of the two houses, without inhabiting them. The museum would 
show the history of the Jews in Hebron from the time of Abraham through the 
pogrom in 1929 and up to the return to Kiryat Arba. This idea was a way 
out, but it was not accepted, 


In the Shadow of the Elections in the United States 


The government's decision sparked the hateful outburst of some of the lead- 
ers of the West Bank. "It is good that the government made this decision 
which led the leaders of the Arab population in the territories to expose 
their real face," said many people. This is an emotional response, because 
what was said can surprise only the innocent. Those who have to know, have 
known for years what the leaders of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip think. 
It is known that the double talk about a “compromise” between Israel and 
Palestine means Israeli withdrawal to the 1947 borders (not the 1949!). 
That goes for the moderates, but the extremists talk about a process which 
would lead to the creation of a democratic and secular state on the ruins 
of the State of Israel. Even though all that is known, the security peo- 
ple do not suggest a frontal confrontation. 


Weitzman's position is that it is better to have them talk than act, be- 
cause then we would have to use force. But, of course, there is a limit 
to what a person can say, even if you accept the viewpoint of the defense 
minister. This is the embarrassment Israel gets into as a democratic state. 
The embarrassment stems from the conflict between the principle of free 
speech and the need to protect against those who want to incite political 
subversion and to instigate confrontations between the two nations. It has 
to be said that this explains Israel's refusal to solve “everything” in 
the joint security committees on the autonomy, which include Israel, Egypt 
and others. If it is difficult to explain it to the Israeli public, it 

is twice as difficult to find common grounds on this issue with American 
representatives or Egyptian representatives. 


We will not get the full picture, if we do not try to answer the question 
as to why the prime minister decided to reject the advice of his military 
advisors regarding Hebron. There are those who claim that there were 

several factors which caused him to reach this decision. For example, the 
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hareh worde of American representatives (even before the firet government 
decision regarding Hebron wae made) that if lerael would settle Hebron, 
Washington would not remain eilent. There were ministers who viewed this 
"threat" ae a challenge which Israel must meet. 


Another explanation ies that Begin wanted thie decision on the eve of his 
departure to the meeting with President Carter regarding the negotiations 
on the autonomy. This decision means making something a fact, and is a 
tactical move. According to different sources, Sadat was astonished by 
Carter's decision not to support the vote of his representative in the 
Security Council. Sadat understood that because of the election campaign 
and the importance of the Jewish vote, the White House would be less vehe- 
ment on the issue of the autonomy. His counter moves were the claim that 
Ierael torpedoes the negotiations, the demand for an urgent meeting with 
Carter and the demand to complete the negotiations by May. In other words, 
to neutralize the negotiations on the autonomy, as much as possible, from 
the influence of the election campaign in the United States, and to stop 
the wheel which is rolling backwards, as Sadat sees it. 


Begin's counter move was the government decision. If this evaluation is 
right, the timing also seems right: On the eve of the primaries in New 
York, when the White House would be twice as careful in its reaction. 


There are those who say that Begin had internal pressure from within his 
party on this issue of Hebron. He told people who are close to him, that 
he already made a compromise when he decided only to build a religious 
college and an agricultural college, instead of opening the old Jewish 
quarter for Israeli settlement. It is possible that such pressure exists, 
and it is possible that it does not. In any case, we should pay attention 
to the emall majority the decision got within the government, and to the 
way in which the new people in the government influenced such a decision. 
The two new ministers, Yitzhak Shamir and Yigael Hurwitz, who opposed the 
Camp David accords, had a lot of influence. Without their votes, the de- 
cision to settle in Arab Hebron would not have gotten a majority. 


Whatever the case, it strengthens the position of those who claim that 
Menachem Begin is firm in his decision not to repeat in Judea and Samaria 
what he did in the Sinai, even if it means the termination of the negotia- 
tions. If this evaluation is right, it would find further proof during 
the visit to Washington and in the coming months. 
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ISRAEL 


AUTONOMY ISSUE ISOLATING ISRAEL 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Apr 80 p 13 
[Article by Pols: "Not for Procrastination") 


{Text} When the President of the U.S. invited Anwar al-Sadat and 
Menachem Begin for separate meetings in Washington, it was possible to 
interpret this act as a renewed confirmation of the perception by the 
American leadership that it is a “full partner for all phases of the 
negotiations" on the autonomy. Nor is this only an American perception. 
Rather, it is a perception common to all the parties, as the president of 
Egypt and the prime minister of Israel confirmed in their mutual letter 
to the President of the U.S. om 26 March 1979. 


Nevertheless, the suspicion immediately arose that the very approach of this 
invitation would relegate the negotiations, as they had proceeded to that 
time, and were to have proceeded up to the time of the two separate visits 
to the capital of the U.S., to definite sterility. Who could have expected 
that Egypt, or Israel, would in advance of these visits yield even the 
tiniest portion of their positions? 


If the President of the U.S. makes do with the uttering of paternalistic 
entreaties into the ears of the two Middle East leaders, in order that they 
agree to moderate their differences and to reinforce an anti-Soviet front, 
it would be superfluous to soften stands and grant advantages to the 
opposite side. However, if in contract to the previous assumption Mr Carter 
delves deeply into the matter and pressures his guests to make substantive 
concessions, it is certain that it will be better to preserve the readiness 
to make certain concessions. Such readiness perhaps exists as a valuable 
asset up to the very last minute of the meeting with the President of the 
U.S. 


Any premature concession will only weaken the position of the concessioner 
without creating an impression on American public opinion. On the other 

hand, a concession made during a meeting with the President of the U.S., 

will give the impression of success on his part, and will have beneficial 
influence on his prospects in the forthcoming election campaign. It will 

also be easier to justify to a suspicious public opinion in Egypt and in 

Israel than a concession given within the framework of meetings being carried 
on at a lower echelon which have already ceased to arouse the people's interest. 
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Mr Sol Linowitz attempted on occasion to emphasize that the Washington 
meetings need not serve as a substitute for the routine negotiations and 
that the U.S, is not denigrating the importance of the discussions being 
conducted within the regular framework. But it is a fact that since the 
trips of Sadat and Begin to the White House became public knowledge, no 
progress at all has been made on the level that Mr Linowitz was appointed 
for by the President of the U.S. 


It is true that the various commissions have marked time well before 19 March, 
The measure of progress attained throughout the past 10 months is almost nil. 
If an "identification" of the principal issues dividing Egypt and Israel 

has been accomplished, it must be said that this accomplishment could have 
been reached in far shorter time. 


And now a new interpretation and a new timetable is being advanced in 
Washington. They are talking about three phases in which discussions of 
Carter with Sadat and Begin will be the first phase. Afterwards will come 
phase 2 when Dr Mustafa Halil, Dr Yosef Burg and Mr Sol Linowitz will sit 
in Washington for approximately 1 month under the watchful eye of the 
President of the U.S., the Secretary of State and his Advisor for National 
Security Affairs. During the third phase, beginning on 26 May--the well- 
known “target date"--there will be convened ea tripartite summit on U.S. 
territory to conclude the effort. 


On the assumption that this interpretation indeed reflects the intentions 
of the American leadership, it is appropriate to ask once again: What is 
the basis of the expectation that Messrs Khalil, Burg and Linowitz will 
succeed in narrowing the gaps between the positions of Egypt and Israel in 
the course of a month by such a significant degree that the only thing that 
left for a tripartite summit will be to "tie the strings" and finish the 
weaving? 


Why should the head of state of Egypt and the interior minister of Israel 
rush to make concessions on the basis of the advice of Mr Linowitz, if 

there is room to believe that the President of the U.S. will be less 
demanding than his special envoy, or will be influenced by the opposition 

of Messer Sadat and Begin more than Mr Linowitz is impressed by the opposition 
of Dr Khalil and Dr Burg? 


Indeed, it is difficult to imagine that the chiefs of staff can evade 
decision with the same ease as the senior members of their staff. It is, 
therefore, possible that modest progress may really be achieved through use 
of this new technique. But there is still room to question wi. + the 
change of locale will also bring about a change in fortune. * abtful 
that we can look forward to an actual paving of the road before tis Curee- 
way summit convenes. This is essentially a prospect for President Jarter. 
However, many of our observers have already been arguing that Mr Begin 
supported Mr Carter's steps to bring about a new edition of the Camp David 
meetings, and it is not out of the question that even President Sadat was 
betting on them. 
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Lf this three-phase approach is approved, it must be assumed that the 
President of the U.S. intends to bring a virtual end to the negotiations 
during the third phase, and to sign an agreement which will make possible 
the setting of a date for elections to the autonomous administration council, 
In any case, it is difficult to conceive that Mr Carter will be prepared 

to activate his heavy gune of a three-way summit to achieve nothing more 

than a interim understanding--such that would permit the president of Egypt 
to argue that even though the target date was not met, the days of autonomy 
are approaching and the passage of only a few short more months will see 

the election of this central institution. 


Avowed skeptics can argue that even in the three-way summit of 26 May there 
will be no more than an interim understanding whose effective content will 
be an agreement to continue the negotiations. And just as there was a need 
for a second edition of the Camp David Accords in 1980, so will there be no 
escape from a third edition in the Fall or at the beginning of 1981. However, 
it is presently permissible to believe that President Carter--if he invites 
Messrs Sadat and Begin to a mutual summit in another month and a half-- 
will be interested in bringing about and presenting for the American people 
an agreement which will take the issue of autonomy out of the area of 
conflict between Egypt and Israel. He must strive for substantive achieve- 
ment. No one will believe the American leadership if it attempts to 
characterize an agreement on drawn-out negotiations as substantive progress. 


Much will be dependent in this connection on the president of Egypt. 

Anwar al-Sadat linked his prestige to the success of his peace initiative. 
At this time he is able to justify it by partial successes. Egypt received 
more than two-thirds of the Sinai Peninsula back, including ite oilfields. 
But as impressive as this success is, an area of the Sinai east of the 
al-Arish-Ras Muhammad line is still under control of the IDF. The Air Force 
of Israel is still camped on the airfields of Ophira, Etzion and Eytam, 

and the autonomy for the Arabs of the occupied territories is still in 

the realm of an exclusively plan-in-principle. 


All the pretty words that Israel signed, on the matter of the legitimate 

rights of the Palestinian nation and its just demands, and the solution of 

the Palestinian Problem with all of its aspects, are still on paper. And 

this does not alter the fact, from Sadat's viewpoint, that King Hussein 

refuses to take his place in the negotiations on autonomy as the Camp David 
Accords had anticipated, and that not a single of the Arab activists on the 

West Bank and in Gaza is prepared to join an Egyptian delegation for negotiations. 


With respect to the President of Egypt, the key fact is that a year and a 
half after the first Camp David meeting, autonomy for the Arabs of the West 
Bank and Gaza is not an actual reality. This situation provides an arsenal 
of argument for all of his opponents, and it is not known how much longer 
he will be able to maintain a defense against them. 
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We shall certainly not err in suming that the president of Egypt is not 
interested in a sovereign Palestinian Arab State, and that he sees the future 
of the Palestinian existence as linked with the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom, 
However, autonomy is conceived by the President of Egypt as an interim phase 
which cannot be glossed over, and it is almost certain that King Hussein as 
well prefers the establishment of this autonomous entity over annexation of 
the areas to his kingdom once again, a process for which he has no prospect 
of achieving a pan-Arab or international legitimacy. 





Despite this, there are weighty political factors in Israel that relate to 
the Camp David Accords in general, and to the provisions regarding the "full" 
autonomy of the Arabs of Judea, Samaria and Gaza in particular, a trap from 
which the Israeli delegation in the Camp David meetings led by Mr Begin was 
not able to extricate itself. Therefore, a supreme effort must be put 

forth to extricate Israel from this trap, for it cannot be erased by cancel- 
lation of the accords through a minimum of concessions. 


This goal was achieved during the primary phase particularly through drawing 
out the administrative deliberations. But if joint pressure of Egypt and 
the U.S. succeed in [starting] serious negotiations on the essence of 
autonomy, the positions of Cairo and Jerusalem are apt to collide head-on. 


Factions which view autonomy as a trap are surely hoping even now, that 
President Carter, although interested in substantive accomplishment in the 
future, will be unsuccessful in pressuring Israel to the degree that the 
Begin government will have to modify its approach so as to avoid a rift with 
the U.S. It cannot be stated that their hope will be frustrated; and if 

it should come to pass, they will be happy for having gained time. As to 
what will happen after the U.S. presidential elections, we will just have 

to wait and see. 


But even this scenario is linked to the validity of the assumption that 
Anwar al-Sadat will demonstrate the kind of patience he has shown until 
now. This is the betting on the missing data: the patience threshold-- 
and even the endurance--of the president of Egypt may turn out to be lower 
than it is supposed to be. 


As deeply as we can examine the matter, we arrive at the conclusion that we 
must make possible the setting up of autonomy--of a kind that the president 
of Egypt can present to the Arab world as fulfilling commitments which he 
took upon himself in the Camp David Accords. The American leadership will 
also insist upon this. No matter how we assess the electoral power of the 
U.S. Jews--and we have been treated to a very impressive example of this 
power in recent days--it is better for the Israeli Government not to exaggerate 
estimates of it. It can be doubted whether Egypt by itself can serve as a 
counterweight to outside aggression which threatens the Region, as Sadat is 
boasting. But he is justified in saying that no mideastern country, Arab 
or other, will demand from Israel aid against any manner of aggression. 





We need not extricate ourselves from the atuonomy trap, but rather from this 
regional isolation. We took an important step in the proper direction when 
we signed at Camp David an accord with Egypt to be followed by a peace treaty 
with her. But whoever has uttered "A" is also duty bound to utter "B". 
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ISRAEL 


COMMENTARY ON POSSIBILITY OF JEWISH UNDERGROUND 
TAO61435 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 6 Jun 80 p 13 
(Commentary by Ze'ev Schiff: "The Investigation That Was Stopped" ) 


[Excerpt] It hae recently been said that Lerael has lost control over 
the Arabs in the territories. Thies is not the situation at the moment. 
The immediate danger, before anything else, ie that Israel is losing 
control over the Jews. While control over the Arab population, includ- 
ing the terrorist cells, ie fairly good for the moment, this is not the 
case with regard to Jews. Here we have gone back to the 1940's and the 
beginning of the 1950's, to the underground period. 


When an underground embarks on bloodshed for the sake of a certain idea, 
this has no end. They begin by striking at Arabs who support the PLO, 
then they will strike at Jews expressing other views and proposing, or 
working toward a compromise with the Palestinians. This is a path that 
leads to the Irish method which ends in a civil war. Anybody who 
threatens to commit suicide if he is evacuated from a settlement in 
Samaria is sufficiently fanatical to turn hie weapon on others. Because 
of this, those who destroyed the rule of law in the territories in fact 
also undermined the law in Jewish Lerael within the Green Line. 


Thie ie one of the new trends in the conflict. Polarization is taking 
place not only between us and the Palestinians, but among us. On the 
one hand, there are undergrounds prepared to act through force of arms 
and, on the other, Israelis giving helpful advice to the Palestinian 
National Guidance Committee and those who are receiving telephone 
instructions from the PLO about how and when to demonstrate. It is clear 
that the national consensus concerning our attitude to the Palestinian 
issue collapsed a long time ago. It is very doubtful whether the claia 
that the majority in the Knesset is opposed to the establishment of a 
Palestinian state does indeed faithfully represent the situation with 
regard to the general public. 


In euch a situation it is not a simple matter to find the people who 
attempted to aseassinate the mayors and bring the investigation to a final 
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conclusion. It should be no surprise if the investigation unearthe 
nothing. If the reference ie to a emall equad, according to one of the 
aseumptions, a conspiratorial equad, it may not be discovered or “broken 
open" even if ite members are brought in for interrogation. If the 
reference ie to a larger group, with many secret members, according to 
another assumption, there ie a better chance of uncovering it. But it 
is doubtful if the people guilty of having been personally involved in 
the aseaseination attempt will be discovered and tried. And it could 
aleo happen that euch an investigation would become a political affair 
in lerael, 


It ie surprising just how many different elemente are trying to give the 
impression that they are not really responsible for the investigation. 
The police representative claimed that the police force is only providing 
the investigation with technical aid. According to this, the body 
responsible ie the military government. It ie clear that the military 
government is not occupied with the investigation, nor does it have 

the toole for it. The IDF has claimed that it is not responsible for the 
investigation. Chief of Staff Refa'el Eytan added that the security 
service has been busy with maintaining a surveillance over the Arabe and 
now it will have to take new taske upon iteelf. 


lL do not believe that the police alone will be able to deal with this 
investigation, one requiring secret activity. As Lieutenant General Eytan 
said, this is primarily a matter for the general security service. And 
here we enter a sensitive area. We should remember Mr Begin's sensi- 
tivity concerning anything involving using the general security service 
against Jews, especially when the investigation may touch on political or 
party spheres. As a government member and as prime minister he was 
vigorously opposed to any proposal that the general security service 
should investigate the affair of the cabinet leaks. It seems to me that 
I will not be mistaken if I say that the security service would also not 
be pleased to return to the 1950's, when such investigations were custo- 


mary . 


The sensitivity springs largely from the fact that any such investigation 
naturally cannot be restricted to the extremist fringes of Rabbi Kahana's 
group. We may find that the investigation leads to other groups, with a 
much more respected political coloration. Nobody is interested in coming 
up against such a situation. Wot the investigators and certainly not any- 
one who is investigated and suspected and anyone who is kept under sur- 
veillance. However, it appears that there ie no alternative to this. 

The security service does not only guard the state's security against 
Arabs and plotters from abroad. It is a general security service, as ite 
name implies. The situation is not « happy one, but we gust act in 
accordance with the adage: Let the law take its course. We expect the 
prime minister to act firmly on this matter, because it is one of life 
or death. 
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ISRAEL 


TAMIR COMMENTS ON KAHANA'S ARREST, MURDER ATTEMPTS IN WEST BANK 


TAO61355 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHAROMOT in Hebrew 6 Jun 80 p 10 Political 
Supp lement 


[Interview with Justice Minister Shmu'el Tamir by Refa'e] Bashan; time 
and place not given) 


[Excerpte] Question: Mr Justice Minieter, the fact that you implemented 
the mandate emergency law against Rabbi Kahana caused deep bitterness 
among vast sectors of the public. Why did you decide to adopt this 
method? 


Answer: Firet, I did not implement the law. The security services did 
following the instructions given by Prime Minister Menahem Begin and 
former Defense Minister ‘'Ezer Weisman. Second, due to the circumstances 
thie method was iaplemented so hastily that even I was not consulted in 
advance. Third, had they coneulted with me, I would definitely have 
favored and wholeheartedly supported the idea. Any wise, patriotic and 
responsible person who knew the reasons for his arrest would certainly 
have been convinced that this was the way to act--and I unhesitatingly 
accept that decision. Fourth, the reference here is not to the mandate 
defense regulations, because those were canceled in Israel in the wake of 
a lew enacted by the Knesset through my initiative. The arrest was 
carried out according to Ieraeli legislation, which is completely differ- 
ent from the mandate regulations because the final decision on this issue 
is subject to a court ruling and the suspects have the right to appeal 

it before the High Court of Justice. That is the method the government 
used in 19 cases of Arab detainees. There is no reason in the world, 
even if circumstances justify it, why in a lawful country a different law 
should apply to Jewish suspects. I want to strese again: In the case of 
certain Arab inhabitants--just as in the case of Rabbi Kahana--the 
initiative came from our professional, responsible and reliable security 
elements. The defense minister and the prime minister together decided 
on the affair of Rabbi Kahana. Their decision was completely based on 
clear-cut security reasons. I can disclose to you that, following «a 
private talk with the prime minister, I realized that he did not adopt 
that decision lightly. The same holds true regarding ‘Ezer Weizman's 
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conclusions. I am personally convinced that their decision was right, 
responsible, justified and moral. 


Question: In your opinion, what wae the reason for the U.S. consul's 
vieit to Rabbi Kahana in prison? 


Answer: I will tell you the truth, I did not know about the visit at 
all! It is reasonable to aseume that the vieit was conducted because 
Rabbi Kahana is originally a U.S. citizen. I am convinced that the 

reason for the vieit is not the fact that in an interview to PLAYBOY 
Rabbi Kahana said that he had served as an FBI agent for a long time 
and was planted in the "Ku Klux Klan" circles in the United States... 








uestion: Do you believe, indeed, that there is an organization called 
“The Movement of Israeli Freedom Fighters--Terror Against Terror," whose 
spokesman claimed it had 300 members and that it had supplied the explo- 
sives to the "counterterror unit" operating in Judaea and Samaria and 
that ite main objective is to expel all the Arabs from the state of 
Israel? 





Answer: The fact that spokesmen of such an organization spoke on the 
phone does not mean anything--neither positively nor negatively. Only 
in-depth and comprehensive investigations of the security services will 
be able to enlighten us on the perpetrators of those crimes. 


Question: Is it possible that Gush Emunin is in any way related to 
these activities? 


Answer: As far as I can assess and through my knowledge of the facts in 
the field I would definitely not make such an accusation against Gush 
Emunin because of what it stands for or due to any definite group within 
it. That does not mean that a member or supporter of Gush Emunin could 
not be a suspect! However, the same theoretical assumption would also 
apply to other ideological circles in our nation who are outraged by the 
increasing Arab terror. As I said at the beginning, one should weigh 

the possibility that murderous and hostile Arab groups carried out these 
operations as a provocative act. As I said, all these are mere specula- 
tions. We should not hang onto them for the sake of the public because 
they imply the unjustified abasement of groups and individuals! We 
should wait until the thorough investigation of the security services 
yields tangible results before producing any legal conclusions. We might 
inflict grave damage upon Israeli society if we produce collective or 
individual accusations against any group or person without having clear- 
cut and unambiguous evidence. We have had some unlucky experiences on this 
question when false suspicions and unfounded accusations left wounds and 
scare in the body of our nation for dozens of years. Woe on us not to 
repeat these sins and errors! Political opposition to the activities of 
this or another circle in the public sphere should not blur fair and just 
legal vision, just a political sympathy toward a party, one group or 
another should not deter us from exhausting all the reasonable possibili- 
ties of conducting an investigation in all directions. 
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ISRAEL 


EDITORIALS NOTED ON UNSC RESOLUTION, LOCAL ARAB REACTION 
TAO80855 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0505 GMT 8 Jun 80 
[Review of morning presse editorials) 


{Excerpts} Most of thie morning's editorials react to the UN Security 
Council resolution denouncing Ierael. 


HA'ARETZ aske: What would the British Government have said hed the 
Security Council decided that it did not fulfill ite duties in protecting 
ite citizens against acts of terror in Northern Ireland? It is a fact 
that the governments of Great Britain, France, Italy, West Germany and 
Spain have not managed to protect their citizens against terrorist 
organizations either. Even if Israel was singled out by the Security 
Council as the target for the first antiterrorist resolution, this does 
not indicate that this institution has--however belatedly--sobered up to 
a phenomenon that menaces the entire world, but only that it is ready to 
serve as the mouthpiece for anti-Israeli propaganda. The paper goes on 
to ask: Has the U.S. leadership changed its basic position--upon which 
it insisted 5 weeks ago--or has there been another communications foul-up 
similar to the one at the beginning of March? 


HATZOFE saye that the lukewarm U.S. position on the Security Council 
resolution--which takes a most hostile approach toward Israel-~contra- 
dicts ite declarations favoring Jerusalem's unity and eo on. This is not 
the first time we have encountered a two-faced U.S. position, which might 
disrupt the peace talks. The U.S. administration's inclination toward 
the Arabs-—-instead of balanced mediation likely to prevent a radicaliza- 
tion of the situation--encourages Egypt to make extreme demands. At its 
meeting today, the cabinet will probably discuss the Security Council 
resolution and the U.S. abstention ax will determine its position on 
these issues. 


DAVAR writes that the Carter administration does not please Israel with 
ite votes at the United Nations. Andrew Young's diemiseal has not 
decreased the U.S. representatives’ inclination to identify with pro- 
Palestinian initiatives. Insofar as the ambassador enjoys maneuvering 





room in formulating hie speech=-etating the reasons behind the U.S. vote— 
or in hie political activities among other representatives, McHenry te 
located on the left, namely, within the trend toward the Third World, 
which ie etronger than the administration's centerist policy. The paper 
adde that a wieer Ieraeli policy, one that would succeed in shaping a 
united Jewish community and in influencing hostile public opinion, would 
not have given the U.S. administration grounds for adopting a dubious 
stand on a unilateral resolution and would not have let it abstain «.thout 
a real reaction. 


"AL HAMISHMAR writes that if the Ieraeli Government really wante to resume 
the autonomy talks, the most urgent thing to do is to restore the rela- 
tive calm in the West Bank, to exert all ite efforts to apprehend the 
perpetrators of the assassination attempts against the mayors and to avoid 
adopting an itron-hand policy--such as forcefully opening shops-~against 
the inhabitants who chose that method to manifest their national struggle. 


The JERUSALEM POST writes that if the national committee of heads of local 
Arab authorities is determined to fight to better the lot of the Arab 
population of Ierael, it must prevent a dangerous escalation and cannot 
afford to become embroiled in iesues that are bound to identify it with 
the enemies of Israel. Leading Israel's Arab minority in such times is 

a difficult task. It requires the sort of wisdom and self-restraint 

that are certainly present among local Arab leaders, but without which 
Arab-Jewish relations can only continue on a dangerous downward spiral. 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAELIS BELIEVE 'LONE WOLVES' RESPONSIBLE FOR ATTACKS ON MAYORS 
TAO61134 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 6 Jun 80 pp 1, 11 


[Excerpts] Although the investigation into the attacks against the 
mayors from Judaea and Samaria has come to a deadend, the security 
authorities believe that in the end they will succeed in tracing those 
responsible. The assesement accepted by security elements today is that 
the people who carried out the strikes were Jews--lone wolves--who fear 
the loss of Israeli control over Judaea and Samaria. 


A special equad of investigators is now concentrating on an examination 
of the backgrounds and actions of those with great experience in commando 
and intelligence matters, who are known as “lone wolves" and who have 
expressed extremist views on what is happening in the territories. A 
senior source connected with the investigation disclosed that the people 
directing it are aseuming that only people of this type have both the 
motivation and the expertise to carry out assassination operations, "if 
this was really done by Jews who worked within a limited, unorganized 
framework for the purpose of this matter alone." 


Several military government sources claim that the extremely powerful 
type of plastic explosive material cannot be obtained very easily in 
Ilerael and is generally found in certain very well-defined places. This 
is the basic reason for the security authorities’ belief that if there 
is any foundation for their belief, then the group where they will have 
to investigate to find the people responsible for the assassination 
attempts is a relatively restricted one, and it will be possible to 

find then. 
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ISRAEL 


GOVERNMENT DEFICIT RISES, REVENUES FALL 


Deficit Up Sharply 
TAO51503 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 5 Jun 80 p 2 


[Text] The government's deficit in the first 2 monthe of the current 
fiecal year has been 1.45 billion Ieraeli pounds, compared with 850 
million Israeli pounds in the same period last year, Dr. Tzvi Suseman, 
deputy governor of the Bank of Israel, told the Knesset Finance Committee 


yesterday. 


The 1 billion Israeli pounds deficit of May, Suseman added, had been 
obscured by large sales of government bonds, Critics of the government's 
role in the capital market have lately pointed out that the sale of bonds 
does not really absorb cash, but converte ordinary balances into linked 
balances. The large purchases of government bonds in May were, in addi- 
tion, largely financed from bank credit. 


Dr Eli'ezer Shefer, the other deputy governor of the Bank of Ierael, told 
the Finance Committee that the government must curb domestic demand by 
cutting expenditure. 


The gap between expenditure and revenue noted by Suseman is to a large 
extent because tax revenues, primarily those from indirect taxes on 
imports and domestic output, lag behind the rate of inflation. 


Alignment MK ‘Adi'el Amoray said that the currency liberalization of 
October 1977 had accelerated inflation. Shefer contested that view, 
saying the failure to adopt complementary economic policies had 
increased public consumption which thereby fuelled inflation. 

Lost Revenues Reported 
TAO90613 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 9 Jun 80 


[Text] The director general of the Finance Ministry, Ya‘ aqov Me'eman, 
says the government lost revenues to the tune of 5 billion pounds over 
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the past few monthe because of the decline of imports. As a result, it 
was forced to print new money to make up the loss. Me'eman estimates 
that the national debt will reach $20 billion this year and the balance 
of payments deficit $5 billion. The director general, who spoke at the 
University of Tel Aviv, said that if the portion of the GNP taken up by 
defense spending continues to grow lerael could suffer a strategic defeat 
before a shot was fired. This, because of the social unrest which would 
be created and which no democratic society could withetand. 


CSO: 4820 


58 











ISRAEL 


BANK OF ISRAEL ASSESSES DEFENSE SPENDING IMPACT 
TAO41557 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew un 80 p ll 


[Text] The Bank of Israel economists have discovered that in 1979 the 
overall defense consumption decreased by about 14 percent. The local 
consumption went up by 3.6 percent but was offset by purchases abroad, 
which went down by 35 percent. The rate purchases from abroad increase 
every year fluctuates and this is affected by the dates of supply of the 
defense procurement; nevertheless, it can be said that the trend of curb- 
ing the high level maintained during the 1973-75 period is noticeable. 


Against the background of the decline in defense imports the change in 
the trend of local defense consumption stands out, the Bank of Israel 
economists write in the chapter dealing with public consumption. Follow- 
ing a continuous decline in the years 1975 to 1978, the 1979 local con- 
sumption rate rose by 3.6 percent. One should bear in mind that the 
effect of the IDF redeployment can only be partially traced in the 1979 
data because the redeployment began at the end of that year. 


The local component of the defense spending has a direct and immediate 
impact on the level of economic activity, whereas the impact of the 
import component is indirect and is spread out over a wide span of years. 
The significance of the local expenditure on the gross national product 
serves as an indicator of the relative size of local expenditure, which 
rose in 1979--for the first time since 1974--and reached 15 percent, com- 
pared with 15 percent in 1978. The increase in local expenditure found 
expression in an accelerated real increase in employment in the defense 
sector (4.9 percent). The Israel bank economists say that this trend of 
increased employment began in 1977 and has been speeded up in the last 


2 years. 


The level of defense expenses in comparison with the GNP is now extremely 
high compared with the period preceding the Six-Day War and also compared 
with the period between that war and the Yom Kippur War. In addition to 
the defense expenses that were taken into account, the unaccounted compo- 
nents of defense consumption have also risen since the Six-Day War: the 
longer compulsory service period, the need to guard various institutions, 
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the establishment of the Civil Guard, fencing and illumination and the 
like. The significant impact of the local defense expenditure on the 
state budget has undoubtedly contributed to the increased inflationary 
process since 1973 and has, in the last few years, made effective anti- 
inflationary policy more difficult. 


The Ierael bank staff writes that the impact of the direct defense importe 
on local’ activity in the short term has decreased since past experience 
indicates that the direct defense imports were accompanied by grants and 
loans by the U.S. administration to completely finance these imports. 

The accumulation of loans due to the defense imports puts on the market-- 
in the medium and long terms alike--a burden of repaying the interest, 
which reduces the overall resources at the disposal of the market for 
local use. 


The Bank of Israel economists assess the effect of the debts on the 

market incurred as a result of the defense imports by means of determining 
the “debt services," namely, the interest on the cumulative debt incurred 
due to direct defense imports. According to two different assumptions, 
the interest on that part of foreign debts resulting from direct defense 
imports was $420 to 750 million in 1979, compared with $430 to 690 million 
1978, $430 to 490 million in 1975 and $110 to 120 million in 1969. 
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ISRAEL 


CHANCES OF NEW BUDGET CURING THE ECONOMY DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 Mar 80 p 11 
[Article by Moshe Atar: "A Trap Budget") 


[Text] Hurwitz's budget for curing the economy came under a lot of criti- 
cism from the public. On one hand, some people cried against his budget 
cuts. On the other hand, others claimed that the cuts are not as big as 
they should have been in this difficult time. Theoretically speaking, 
the finance minister can be happy with this divided criticism, and claim 
that it is self-contradictory. One of the critics of the budget wrote 
that with all its faults, thie budget is our last hope. 


This claim is pretty superficial. The different kinds of criticism do not 
contradict each other. This budget carries no good news, as Prof Razin 
says. But its purpose is to cure our sick economy, and even if the medi- 
cine is bitter, it does not mean that we should not take it. We have 
known since the Yom Kippur war that we live beyond our means. Since then, 
our standard of living has risen by 20 percent and public expenditures 

per person have risen by 15 percent. This is more than in any other period 
in the past, more than in any developed country, and much more than the 
percentage rise in productivity. 


A Bad Balance 


Therefore, we have to bear the consequences and return to a life of sanity 
and economy. In order to achieve that, big cute are needed. The fiscal 
year 1978/79 ended with excessive demand in the local market (meaning 
buying-power) of 4.5 percent of our gross national product. This fiscal 
year will also end with excessive demand which would amount to at least 

3 percent of the gross national product. The economy is full of fluid. 


Therefore, if we want to fight inflation, the next budget has to collect 
no more than total expenditures (meaning to absorb buying-power), or at 
least to avoid putting more money into the economy. But in spite of the 
sharp cuts, the balance that was achieved in this budget is bad and even 
imaginary. The assessment of estimated income is exaggerated, and the 
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expenditures do not include pay raises and price hikes which we can surely 
expect. In addition, the budget does not include reserves for emergencies 
and unexpected needs. Therefore, the head of Israel Bank claims that even 
this tight budget would only reduce inflation a little, but will not stop 
it. 


It is the firet time that Israel Bank refused to give an honest approval 
of the economic forecast of the finance ministry, and even appealed against 
it in the finance committee of the Knesset. The finance ministry itself 
doubts whether it can carry out the budget as it stands: the budget was 
approved for only 6 months, after which it would be discussed again. 


It turns out that the test of e new budget would not be in its cuts, but 
in its overall effect, wheth»r .r not it will help to cure the economy. 
And that is in doubt. A he ° y economy is one that can grow with price 
stability. But what we can © »ect, Prof Barkai defined as "stagflation 
in the door," in other words. inflation combined with recession. This 
year, the GNP grew by less than 5 percent. In 1980, it would grow by 
between 3 to 4 percent, meaning only 1 percent more than the natural in- 
crease, and less than the expected rise in the standard of living. Even 
if inflation would go down by 50 percent in the coming months, and nobody 
expects this any more, it would still distort economic calculations, 
frighten away investors, cause speculation and widen the social gaps. 

The only item in investments, which is going to grow, is the non-productive 
one--housing. 


The ratio between non-military export and non-military import would appar- 
ently remain as last year. The deficit in the balance of trade (without 
the military import) would grow, according to the optimistic assessment 

of the finance ministry, by 500 million dollars, and, according to Israel 
Bank, by 900 million dollars. If we assume that the import of private 
capital, which includes compensation payments from Germany, transfers to 
individuals and investments, and national fund-raising would develop as 
expected, the deficit in the balance of payments would grow. The gap would 
have to be filled by American aid (aside from military aid), and with credit 
which would come up to 2 billion dollars, almost twice the amount in 1979, 
and 6 times the amount in 1978. 


The stability of the economy would continue to deteriorate. Nevertheless, 
there is no sign that we would be able to expand exports to fight this prob- 
lem. According to Dr Moshe Mandelbaum, the vice-president of the Bank for 
the Development of Industry, we need an annual investment of a billion 
dollars in order to raise industrial exports by 17 percent annually, while 
the national budget of the Finance Ministry hopes that in 1980 exports will 
grow by 29 percent! In reality, the investment in industry in recent years 
was only about half a billion, and in 1980 it is expected to be even smaller. 


In addition, there are very poor chances for transferring many workers from 
the services to production. A few years ago, the average salary in indus- 
try was lower than in the public sector (and of course lower than in the 
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financial sector and in trade), but in the meantime things have changed. 
Today, the workers in the public sector claim that they are discriminated 
against. But the workers, and especially the women among them, continue 
to prefer the offices to the factories, because the working conditions 
there are easier. 


The main reason for that is apparently the fact that following the agricul- 
tural sector and the building industry, our industry needs more and more 
Arab workers in production, and has to adapt conditions and the methods 

to those workers, their habits and their level of education. It is not 
surprising that our productivity is so much lower than the productivity 

in the developed countries, and the gap grows every year. A tight budget 
would not change the atmosphere or the factors which cause low produc- 
tivity. 





An Interest of 300 Million Dollars 


Hurwitz's budget is then at best no more than a first step on the long and 
hard road towards curing our economy. The question is whether we would be 
strong enough to stay on this road to make more reforms in spite of the 
sacrifices involved on every step of the way. Even a born optimist would 
have a hard time giving a positive answer to this question, because curing 
the economy after decades of inflation and indulgence is a difficult educa- 
tional and economic task. Also, we start on that road without a clear plan 
and under difficult circumstances of a world economy in a state of crisis. 
In addition to all that we have now one more obstacle which threatens to 
ruin everything we work for. 


According to the Camp David accords, we gave up all the oil in the Sinai 
and the airfields and defenses we built there with huge investments. We 
also agreed to continue to pay the foreign debt that we took for these 
investments, to build new airfields and defense formations in the nearest 
future, and to take new foreign debts for that. These amount to huge sums 
obtained under difficult conditions. In the last fiscal year, we lost 

350 million dollars for returning the Alma field. In the next fiscal year 
this loss is supposed to reach 1.25 billion dollars (and there are those 
who claim even more). 


Because of the new construction, local security expenditures have swelled 
to a level which is not far from the level during the Yom Kippur war. (The 
same holds for the level of the GNP). Most of the military construction 
would be done by American contractors, and its fat price would be added to 
our debt in foreign currency. In 1980/81 the interest on this debt is ex- 
pected to grow by 300 million dollars, and it would grow rapidly in the 
coming years. A year ago Prof Razin estimated that at the end of 1983, 
our foreign debt would be over 21 billion dollars (in comparison with 

5 billion in the end of 1973). Today, it seems that it would reach over 
25 billion dollars (if anybody would loan us such sums). The sharp rises 
in interest rates around the world can make the debt and interest payments 
swallow up all the rise in exports. 
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If it wae not for these factors, which are caused by the Camp David ac- 
corde, our economic situation would have been quite good. We would have 
been able to correct the faulte of our economy without austerity budgets 
and economic recession, and through healthy economic growth. But God only 
knows if it can be done under the present circumstances, especially giver 
the growing internal (socio-national) tension. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


DRUZE LD CARDS~-There has been tension over the last few days between the 
Druse and Jewish inhabitants of the northern Golan Heights because the 
Minietry of the Interior has not yet given identity cards to the hundreds 
of Druze inhabitants who asked for them. This was reported last night by 
Shim'on Weise, the chairman of the Golan Heights Settlements Committee, 
in a talk with our correspondent. “We regard you, the Jewish inhabitante 
of the Golan Heights, ae our representatives to the government of lerael, 
but to this day you have not proved that you are capable of serving our 
common interests on the Golan Heights," the heads of the Druze councils 
complained this week to members of the Golan Heights Settlements Com- 
mittee. As will be recalled, a long time ago many of the Druze inhabi~- 
tante of the Golan Heights asked the military government to issue Israeli 
identity cards to them, but the military government has not granted their 
request. (Menahem Horowitz] [Excerpt] [TA061046 Tel Aviv HATZOFE in 
Hebrew 6 Jun 80 p 1) 


LIBERALS OPPOSE MODA'I APPOINTMENT--While the Liberal Party leadership is 
continuing to demand that Begin appoint Yitzhaq Moda'i foreign minister 
and is threatening a government crisis, a firm opposition to his appoint- 
ment has unexpectedly emerged in hie party. In the meeting of the 
"United Force” faction, led by MK A. Sharir and Minister Gid'on Pat in 
Tel Aviv last night, 40 out of the 60 people present demanded that the 
faction place the issue of ite candidate for the foreign minister's post 
on the party council's agenda next week and decide against the candidacy 
of Mode'i, is not suitable for the post." Several people mocked the 
remarks of party chairman Simha Ehriich, who listed knowledge of English 
among Moda'i's qualifications. “There are other people in the party that 
speak English," the said. Minister Pat and MK Sharir hardly managed to 
avert the adoption of a resolution against Moda'i's candidacy. They 
suggested postponing decision on that matter for the time being. 

{[A. Kinnarty) [Text] [1TA051327 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 5 Jun 80 p 1) 


LABOR PARTY CONVENTION DATE SET--The Labor Party center has decided to 
hold the party's convention in mid-December and the elections to the 

convention at the end of October. The Labor Party center also endorsed 
the proposal raised by party chairman Shim'on Peres to add six members 
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to the party's bureau, including Yitshaq Ben-Aharon and the mayors of 
Haifa and Beersheva. (Text) [TA060600 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 2000 GT 5 Jun 80) 


PERES PROMISES ARAB REPRESENTATION--Labor Party chairman Shim'on Peres 
toured several Arab settlemente in Galilee today and, among other things, 
heard complainte that the Labor Party te neglecting the Arab youth. Our 
correspondent Dani Nishlie reporte that Peres promieed chat, for the firet 
time, in the next elections there would be Arabs and Drugse on the Align- 
ment list, not on separate liste. According to him, Arabe are standing 
in line today to enter the Alignment, and the Alignment will only accept 
those who are prepared to join without conditions or demands. [ Text) 
[TAOL1850 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GHT 1 Jun 80) 


KAKH MEMBER ARRESTED--Kakh member Yooi Dayan wae arrested thie afternoon. 
Ae of now no explanation has been given for hie arrest and it is not clear 
whether it is connected with the attempte made on the lives of the mayors 
in the Weet Bank. Yost Dayan'e attorney told our correspondent Shmu'el 
Tal that neither she nor Dayan'e wife had received a formal notice about 
the arrest. Dayan's attorney was now trying to locate him. Our correspon- 
dent notes that eince he joined the Kakh movement Yosi Dayan has been 
arrested over 20 times. Rabbi Kahana has been held under administrative 
arrest for some time. [Text) [TA041729 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 1700 GMT 4 Jun 80) 


CHECK ON REASONS FOR EMIGRATION--The prime minister has announced the 
establishment of a state committee to check the reasons for emigration 
from lerael and the ways to prevent it. Thie was reported to the Knesset 
by the chairman of the Knesset Lmmigration and Absorption Committee, Roni 
Milo, at the end of an extended debate on emigration. [Text] [TA042013 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 2000 GMT 4 Jun 80) 


MASSADA I OIL DRILLING STOPPED--The 011 Searchers Investment Company [HANA] 
has stopped work at the Masesada I oil drilling site at the foot of Mt Massada 
after drilling reached a depth of 2,740 meters out of the 3,000 meters that 
had been planned. An examination using electronics will now be made, 
lasting about 2 weeks, to locate oil-bearing strata. When the drilling wae 
begun about 2 months ago, it was reported that the target stratum lay at a 
depth of about 3,000 meters, but because the drilling ran into difficulties 
at the beginning of the week when the drill reached a layer of sandstone 

it was decided to stop operations in order not to spend over the planned 

$1 million budget. The company has reported that it is not mandatory that 
the depth of 3,000 meters be reached and in the present situation it is 

not worth continuing. With the removal of the equipment from the drilling 
site, a new series of tests will begin. These will include examinations 

of various strata where signs of ofl have been discovered. During the 
drilling small quantities of oil were brought up on several occasions, 
creating the hope that oil would be found. The examination will answer 

the question of whether or not there is really oil at the site. ['Oded 
Shorer] [Text] [TA031957 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 3 Jun 80 p 16) 
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NEGEV AIRFIELD WORK~-Last night Prime Minister Menahem begin promived a 
delegation from the emergency headquartere of the contractors and heavy 
equipment operators that the heavy mechanical equipment brought by the 
Americans, will be transferred to IDF emergency depots and will not be 
eold and operated on the civilian market when the Negev airfield con- 
struction ie completed. The delegation members, including Avraham 
Sperling, Shrage Rothman, Avraham Goldstein and Avraham Mandler, warned 
the prime minieter about the serious eituation in the construction field 
created by the unemployment of trained personnel and of the heavy mechani~- 
cal equipment that has been idled. They pointed out that there was no 
juetification for the decision to transfer the airfield construction 
work in the Negev to U.S. firme. The prime minister promised that an 
interministerial committee, composed of representatives of the treasury 
and ministries of defense, housing and construction and agriculture will 
be eet up and will reexamine all the issues pertaining to the implementa- 
tion of the work in the Negev and to the contractors’ complaints. In 
thie meeting the representatives of the Ministry of Defense were also 
expected to take part, but they did not show up. [Text] [TA041253 Tel 
Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 4 Jun 80 p 3) 
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JORDAN 


PAPER REPORTS CROWN PRINCE INTERVIEW WITH ‘AP’ 
JW040903 Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 4 Jun 80 p 1 


|Report on interview with Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan by 
Otto C. Doelling) 


(Text) Amman, June 3 (AP)--Hie Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan believes 
the United States will have to accept a new, broader Middle East peace 
initiative if the Camp David process fails to produce a generally 
acceptable solution to the Palestinian problem by next January. 


Taking note of President Jimmy Carter's threat to veto any United Nations- 
sponsored parallel initiative, the crown prince, who is serving as regent 
while the king ie on a private visit to England, criticised the Camp 
David process for having “monopolised" peace efforts to the detriment of 
stability in this volatile region. 


During an exclusive, one-hour interview with the ASSOCIATED PRESS at the 
royal palace in Amman, Prince Hasan made it clear that His Majesty King 
Husayn's forthcoming visit to Washington would not budge Jordan's opposi- 
tion to peace talks ae they now are constituted. 


King Husayn plans to go to Washington June 17-18 for his firet talks with 
President Carter in two and one-half years. 


Relations between Washington and Amman have fallen to a low ebb because 
Jordanians feel that the United States is bowing to Israeli intransigence 
and Begin's policy of promoting Israeli settlements on the West Bank and 
in East Jerusalen. 


The crown prince expressed hope that King Husayn's discussions with 
President Carter would produce "a positive discussion of the substantial 
issues" which have arisen in the Camp David process. 


King Husayn has publicly welcomed a Western European initiative toward 
Middle East peace as moving away from the Camp David process toward a 
broader forum, such as the U.N. Security Council. 





Jordan views the stalling of Egyptian-leraeli peace talke as added juseti-~- 
fication for its opposition to them. 


Prince Hasan maintains that Jordan and the United States differ on the 
approach to peace while agreeing “on the need for achieving recognition 
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians." 


President Carter has backed away from an earlier endorsement of an ill- 
defined Palestinian “homeland” and has refused direct dealings with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. 


"I find it difficult to eee how the Palestinian question can be discussed 
without inclusion of the Palestinians," Prince Hasan said. 


Referring to Israel's proposal to grant only a limited form of autonomy 
to the people, but not the land, of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Prince 
Hasan said, "I do not see that, given the present limitations, either 
Jordan or the West Bankers or the PLO regard a Transkei-type Bant us tan 
autonomy as a stepping stone toward a comprehensive peace." 


Transkei ie an autonomous black homeland created by South Africa as part 
of a programme of racial-territorial separation. Such territories, 
collectively known as Bantustans, are not recognised by most other 
nations. 


Jordan's position has been that, following a negotiated Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the people living in the area should 
vote to decide whether they want to return to the kingdom, form a federa- 
tion with Jordan or gain complete independence. 


Whatever the outcome of such a referendum, Prince Hasan said he expects 
the West Bank to retain social, economic and political links with Jordan. 


Discussing U.S.-Jordanian differences over the Camp David accords, Prince 
Hasan said: "We do not expect the United States to repudiate what it 
sees as gains in terms of peace between Egypt and Israel or the achieve- 
ment of Ieraeli withdrawal from Sinai. Yet, at the same time, if no 
progress is expected in the period between (now) and January on the 
autonomy, we do expect American statesmanship to countenance an initia- 
tive which could highlight positive developments, such as arresting of 
the Israeli settlement process and full achievement of self-determination 
(of the Palestinian people)." 


Jordan, the crown prince said, looked for an end to "gesture-politics, 
that is to say perpetuating the autonomy talks for their own sake" while 
Israel continues to expand its settlements. 


Camp David then "could be replaced by a wider process involving the 
parties committed to peace, from which I do not exclude a large sector 


69 











of leraeli public opinion.” Those parties, he added, aleo would include 
the Soviet Union, one of the cosponsors of the 1973 Middle Bast peace 
conference in Geneva. 


Prince Hasan indicated he looked for a shift in the etrong U.S. commit~- 
ment to Camp David. 


"It de still our hope that final positions have not been taken and that 
the United States is susceptible to the urgent request for arresting of 
(Ieraeli) settlemente...ae well as the returning to the spirit and letter 
of (U.N. Security Council) Resolution 242." The resolution calle for 
Israeli withdrawal from Arab territory occupied in 1967 while recog- 
nising Ierael's right to live within secure borders. 


While conceding that Arab opponentea of the peace talks are politically 
divided, Prince Hasan said they are united on the question of the occu- 
pied territories and Palestinian rights to self-determination. He 
expected thie agreement to be etrengthened at an Arab foreign ministers 
conference here later this month and at an Arab summit to be held in 
Amman in November. 


Asked if any dramatic new Arab peace initiative was in the offing, Prince 
Hasan replied: “For the moment, we need less drama and more progress." 
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LIBYA 


POPULATION NOW 3,245,000--Tripoli, May 27: Libya's population had reached 
3,245,000 at the beginning of thie year, it was reported by the Libyan news 
agency ‘JANA.' Thie figure includes more than 400,000 foreigners who live 
in Libya. Considering the present increment rate, the agency writes, the 
country's population will reach six million by the year 2000...Tase [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 28 May 80 p 3) 
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BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL PROJECT--SUNA reported that the foreign component of the 
financing of the project to prepare the construction of the agricultural 
project at Halfa al-Jadidah (which will coset $65 million) has been com 
pleted. The International Agricultural Development Fund has already 
agreed to contribute $15 million of financing while the World Bank will 
pledge $40 million and the African Development Bank has pledged $10 
million. The government has promisea to underwrite the remainder of the 
project's costes which are eset at $128 million by giving a matching con- 
tribution of Le 63 million for local wages. This project aims to 
enlarge the earlier program-—which has an area of 330,000 feddans--by 
increasing initially crop yields per feddan from the present level of 
1.5 qintare per feddan to 5 qintare per feddan after 5 years. This will 
be achieved by enhancing the basic production factors such as equipment, 
toole and irrigation works. SUNA also reported that the Research House, 
a foundation from West Germany, is currently making with financing from 
the World Bank a study of the project's second stage with the aim of 
raising yields to 7 qintars per feddan. [Text] (Khartoum AL-AYYAM in 
Arabic 11 May 80 p 1] 
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